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REPORTING TIMINGS OF NON-SAO STARS

If you time occultations of stars not
in the SAO Catalog, using special pre-
dictions (such as the special Hyades
and M67 passaqge predictions) which are
computed and distributed by David Dun-
ham, please report those particular
timings to him, rather than to HMNAO.

FROM THE PUBLISHER

For purposes of determining when your
subscription to «ccultation Newsletter
expires, consider this to be the last
issue of 1976, rather than the first
issue of 1977. We expect to publish
four more issues during 1977. Practi-
cal considerations dictated the in-
creased size of this issue; the in-
creased size is not representative of
future issues, despite the increased
price starting with this one.

nveultation Newsletter is priced @
$1.00 per issue, or $4.00 per year (4
issues) including first class surface
mailing, until further notice. Air
mail delivery is available at added
cost: add 16¢/year in Canada and Mexi-
co: add $1.28/year in Central America,
Colombia, Venezuela, the Caribbean Is-
lands, Bahamas, Bermuda, St. Pierre
and Miquelon; add $1.76/year in all
other countries. All back issues, #1
through #9, are still available @ 50¢.
#10 and later issues will be priced @
$1.00 as back issues. See IOTA NEWS
for information about occultation
Vewsletter en Espanol.

The foregoing applies only to separ-
ate, individual subscriptions. I0TA
membership, including a subscription,
remains @ $7.00/year for residents of
North America (including Mexico) and
$9.00/year for others, to cover the
costs of overseas air mail. However,
European and U.K. observers should in-
stead join IOTA/ES, sending DM 10.--
(German marks) to Hans J. Bode, 3000
Hannover, Bartold-Knaust Str. 6, Ger-
man Federal Republic. See IOTA NEWS
for optional reduced IOTA membership
dues for those in Spanish and Portu-
guese-speaking countries.

Please address all subscription, back
issue, and T10TA membership requests to
Berton L. Stevens, Jr., 4032 N. Ash-
land Ave., Chicago, IL 60613, U.S.A.,
but make checks and money orders paya-
ble to IOTA, or to International Oc-
cultation Timing Association, or to
Cccultation Newsletter.

DaBol1l,

6 N 106 White Oak Lane,
I0TA NEWS
David W. Dunham

You probably have been wondering, with
justification, when you would receive
this issue of Occultation Newsletter.
We are now somewhat more than one is-
sue behind schedule, due to the fact
that I still am supplying a major pro-
portion of the most important material
for this issue, and that the time I
can work with occultations is limited,
as explained in the last issue. Work
and correspondence related to various
ongoing projects to improve predic-
tions of different occultation phenom-
ena, discussed in this issue, have al-
so kept me busy. Volunteers are des-
perately needed to help write some of
the recurring sections of o. ~. and
for other projects described below, in
order to maintain our publishing
schedule better, and to improve and
expand IOTA's services. So much mater-
ial has accumulated for this issue
that there is enough for two issues.
[Ed: This was written before it was
decided to double the size of #10.]

" The next issue [#11] will be distrib-

uted in a few weeks, and will include
several abstracts of published papers
concerning occultations, information
and charts about passages of the moon
through the Hyades cluster using As-
trographic Catalog data (see PREDIC-
TIONS OF PLANETARY OCCULTATIONS), and
any material planned for this issue
which could not fit [Ed: This plan has
not changed.]. For the issue after the
next one [#12], fixed deadlines are
planned, so that we can better adhere
to our quarterly schedule. The dead-
lines will be 1977 April 15 for mater-
ial to be sent to those who are writ-
ing the various section articles, and
1977 April 29 for final submission of
articles to the editor, H. F. DaBoll.
Information about lunar occultations
of planets and other solar system ob-
jects should be sent (by April 15) to
Michael Reynolds, and reports of er-
roneous predictions, or of observa-
tions of unpredicted occultations,
should be sent to David Herald, at the
addresses shown in their articles in
this issue. Material for the other re-
current sections should be sent to me
at P. 0. Box 488, Silver Spring, MD
20907, although in some (hopefully
many) cases, | will send some of it to
others (such as Raymond Finkleman, who
also lives in Silver Spring, for oc-
cultation tally coupons). More volun-
teers are needed to write the recur-
ring sections, but I expect to do I0TA
NEWS and GRAZES REPORTED TO IQTA (at

St. Charlgs.

I11inois 60174, U. S. A.

least, the table for that section,
since 1 plan to continue to collect
graze observations).

The first I0TA meeting will be held in
mid-August in Boulder, Colorado, in
conjunction with the National Amateur
Astronomers Convention. Paper sessions
and other scheduled activities will
take place 1977 August 10-13 at the
University of Colorado in Boulder. Ac-
commodations will be available at the
Kittredge Residence Halls located
across the street from the Sommers-
Bausch Observatory and the Fiske Plan-
etarium. Room and board for 5 nights
(Aug. 9-13), and meals for 4 days,
will cost approximately $87 per person
for single occupancy, $80 per person
for double occupancy, and $50 per
child under 13 years old. Alternately,
nearby motels are available, and tick-
ets may be obtained for individual
meals at the cafeteria. The $18 pre-
registration fee is payable to the Na-
tional Amateur Astronomers, of which
I0TA will receive $0.75 for each reg-
istrant. Those planning to attend
should send the fee to: Denise Nye,
NAA Convention Registration, 5604 Bow-
ron P1., Longmont, CO 80501. Further
convention information is available by
sending a stamped self-addressed en-
velope to Denise Nye. A 2-hour I0TA
business meeting is planned, probably
early in the evening of August 11 or
12. An expedition might be organized
to observe a graze of 5.1-mag. 68 Gem-
inorum by the 6% sunlit waning moon in
Wyoming on Aug. 12 (see sky and Tele-
scope, 1977 Jan., p. 71). Clubs and
individuals who wish to submit astro-
nomical displays should contact Mer-
rill Manion, 1775 W. Kentucky Ave.,
Denver, CO 80223. Anyone interested in
presenting a paper about occultations
during the meeting should send me a
proposed title, to ensure suitability
and non-redundancy. One NAA notice has
said to send such papers to Andrew
Gassmann, NAA Papers Chairman in Cas-
tle Rock, Colorado, but they should
instead be sent to me; he will send me
information about any occultation pa-
pers which he receives. I0TA members
who do not plan to attend the conven-
tion could send me a paper to be read
at the meeting, if desired. Mr. Gass-
mann writes further about the arrange-
ments: "He plan to devote blocks of
time to subject matter, rather than
schedule a group to a set time limit.
I would need from you (for each paper)
the title, author, approximate length,
and a brief summary. This would be
needed by about July 1 so we can get
the convention program organized and
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and into print. The final papers will
be collected at the convention for the
proceedings which will be published
later. If you have any ideas or com-
ments, please let me know.

I am now working with Thomas Van Flan-
dern at the U. S. Naval Observatory,
and others, to include predictions of
occultations of several dozen minor
planets, and of occultations of many
faint stars in various star clusters
and in fields which will be traversed
by a totally eclipsed moon, in the
1JSHO total occultation predictions.
This will be an improvement over the
relatively time-consuming and ineffi-
cient predictions computed with the
University of Texas prediction pro-
qram, and will ensure more complete
coveraqge. Data for these special e-
vents will be included in the regular
predictions for most observers for
1974. | will make special computer
runs for the other observers for 1978,
and for the rest of 1977 for most ob-
servers (especially active 10TA men-
bers).  Similar predictions for M67
and M24 passages in Europe, Japan, and
western Australia during late 1976
have already been distributed. If the
coordinates of your station are not in
USNO's files, you should send them in,
since coordinates used for all USNO
predictions must be in these files.
for the 1976 events, 1 changed the ob-
servability code limit in some cases,
in order to generate more predictions.
If you would like a lower observabili-
ty code limit for these special pre-
dictions than that used for your regu-
lar predictions, let me know. Computer
time limitations may force some cut-
backs in the special prediction cover-
aye. David Herald is reducing Astro-
graphic Catalog data to obtain equinox
1950 coordinates for hundreds of faint
stars near M23 and in fields which
will be occulted by the moon during
the 1978 eclipses of March and Septem-
ber, for the special USNO predictions.
It is also planned to ‘include the al--
ready-existing data for M67 and M24,
and to add Astrographic Catalog Data
for the Hyades (see PREDICTIONS OF
PLANETARY OCCULTATIONS) and several
non-SAO stars from the Yale catalogs
which have nc Yale proper motions %see
OCCULTATIONS OF BRIGHT NON-SAQ STARS,
. NS 1, 58, #27).

Help is sought for certain computer
tasks. We continue to have: problems
with the grazing occultation predic-
tions. A few,of the graze computors
have moved or otherwise lost access to
the computers they were using, and not
enough new computors have become oper-
ational to provide adequate service.
Most of the computors are students,
who are_often delayed in computing and
distributing predictions by final ex-
ams and other academic pressures.
Graze computors need access to large
computers, . with 32K words or more of
core storage, such as an IBM 360/40,
CDC 6400, PDP-10, or Univac 1108.

Standard-coverage total -occultation
prediction is a more modest computer
job for which a volunteer is sought.
Nicholas Esposito has done this job
during the past.three years, using in-
put data. identical to that in the sky
and Telescope Occultation Supplement

provided on cards by HMNAO. Van Flan-
dern and I have designed an improved
system which will use cards generated
by the USNO total occultation program
for the same standard stations as giv-
en in the Supplement. These new stand-
ard-coverage predictions include plan-
ets and galactic-nebular objects down
to an observability code limit of 3
(mag. 10.9 for the most favorable con-
ditions) and stars to O-code limit 7
(faintest mag. 8.1), so that about 1.5
times as many events are included as
are given in the supplement. Sun and
moon altitude are given, as are cusp
and Watts angles useful for reappear-
ances, data not included in the old
coverage. Wayne Green, P.0. Box 16228,
Jacksonville, FL 32216, plans to do
the computations initially, but anoth-
er volunteer is sought so that he can
work on other important occultation
tasks. When the program is operation-
al, a note will be published in sky
and Telescope 0Offering the service to
anyone who sends accurate coordinates
and a long, self-addressed envelope.
The program is rather simple, involv-
ing only card input. Also, we don't
need to be restricted to North Ameri-
ca. Someone in Europe (or elsewhere)
could use the program to provide a
similar service for their continent.
Hopefully, many observers who time
fewer than about 20 events per year
will get these predictions in the fu-
ture, rather than the much more time-
consuming USNQ predictions. A volun-
teer for running this program should
preferably have a stable address to
which requests can be sent.

Since 1973, the sky and Telescope Oc-
cultation Supplement has been publish-
ed by Sky Publishing Corporation and
distributed by USNO. For next year's

"Supplement, neither wants to do these

jobs due to manpower limitations, al-
though HMNAO still plans to prepare
the tables and maps, as they have done
for many years. It seems likely now
that the material which has been in-
cluded in the supplement will be pub-
lished in The Observer’s Handbook -

1978 of the Royal Astronomical Society -

of Canada. Since they already are pub-
lishing the data for the Canadian
standard stations, it should riot be
too difficult to extend their coverage
south to include the United States
stations. It is possible that the As-
tronomical League also may publish
this material. Although this means
that the supplement data, which covers
only the United States and southern
Canada, no longer will be available
free, the standard-coverage predic-
tions described above will be availa-
ble without a payment being necessary.

It should be noted that the European
Section of IOTA does not cover all of
Europe, but does provide coverage for
most of the continent, including the
", "U", and "Z" regions. The north-
ernmost and easternmost parts are in
the "XE" and "R" regions, for which
graze predictions are not distributed
by Hans Bode, chairman of IOTA/ES in
Hannover, Germany. The XE region in-
cludes the following areas: Norway
north of a line passing through the
Sognefjord and just south of Oslo:
Sweden north of a line passing through
0land and the place where the border

with Norway meets the sea; Finland;
Estonia; Latvia; Lithuania; and north-
westernmost ‘Russia (Here and in the
rest of this issue, we use “"Russia” in
the narrow sense, signifying the Euro-
pean part of the Russian Soviet Feder-
ated Socialist Republic. The Asian
part of the R.S.F.S.R. is Siberia).
The R region includes most of the rest
of Russia and the Ukraine east of a
line passing through Kiev and the Cri-
mea.

The first issue of Occultation News-
letter en Espanol was distributed by
the Institute of Astronomy of the Uni-
versidad Nacional Aut6noma de Mexico
last November, as menticned in the
last issue. Guillermo Mallén, Goya
64-11, Col. Mixcoac, Mexico 19, D.F.,
Mexico, is handling the duplication
and mailing . list, while Eduardo
Przybyl, Ruta Nacional 34 (Norte) 388,
2300 Rafaela, Prov, de Santa Fe, Ar-
gentina is the editor and translator,
with the help of other members of the
Agrupacién Amigos de Urania de Rafa-
ela. The first edition is virtually an
exact translation’of the last issue of
0. N., while a publication distributed
a few months earlier, without a name,
was a translation of o. ~. 1, #8. Fu=
ture editions-probably will contain
some extra articles which are relevant
mainly to ecbservers in predominantly
Spanish:and Portuguese-speaking coun-
tries, while some o. ». articles not
applicable to those areas will be
omitted. Some of the other 10TA papers
also are being translated into Span-
ish. Members of IOTA in these areas
who do not need to receive the Eng- °
lish-language o. ~. {some of those who
know English may want to continue to
receive it to .avoid the translation
delay) henceforth need to pay only $3
to IOTA in order to receive grazing
occultation and othér special event
predictions.

Living in the Washington, D.C. area,
it is easier for me to find peopla who
are fluent in foreign languages and
can translate letters for me. Overseas
observers should feel free to write to
me im their language, especially for
urgent matters. Spanish, Chinese,
French, German, and Russian are most
readily translated.

The Brazilians have beat us again in
the field of general publications.
Jorge Polman, Clube Estudantil de As-
tronomia, Colégio Sdo Jodo - Varzea,
Caixa Postal 1174,°50.000 Recife, PE,
Brazil, has- published a mimeographed
19-page paper on using total and graz-
ing occultation predictions, and com-
pleting observation report forms. It
is effectively an updated and concise
version of Luis Eduardo de Silva Ma-
chado’s "Das Ocultacbes de Estrelas
pela 'Lua®, and like it, Polman's paper
is in Portuguese.

I have changed my place of work again,
recently, but' this time , I have only
moved across- the hall, to an office
with a window. My telephone number at
Computer Sciences Corporation is still
301, 589-1545, but the extension is
now 596. My home phone is still 301,
585-09289. Concerning correspondence,
you are more Tikely to receive a quick
reply, and save me a little time, if

-



you enclose a self-addressed postcard,
self-addressed envelope (a long one if
you want qraze report forms), or a
qummed address sticker. I don't:need
to be sent postage stamps - [ have
plenty of them - but would rather have
one of the items mentioned ‘above to
expedite things,

Last Hovember, the National Bureau of
Standards in Boulder, Colorado, gave
notice that they planmed to discontin-
ue transmitting time signals at cer-
tain of the WWV and WWVH frequencies.
Most distressing for occultation ob-
servers was the plannedvelimination of
WAY's 2.5-MHz broadcast, important
during this time of sunspdt minimum,
The officers of IOTA wrote a letter to
N.B.S. requesting that the 2.5 MHz
transmissions be continued, as did
several other I0TA members on their -
own. We had ‘planned to urgefo.x. sub-
scribers to write to N.B.5. in this
issue, but fortunately it is ro:Tonger
necessary. In a notice dated:1977 Jan-
uary 7, N.B.S. announced that their
WWVY and WWVH transmissions at 2.5 MHz
would continue unchanged, as would
those at 5, 10, - and 15 MHz.

Considering the-services provided by
HMNAQ, USNO, and IQTA, the American
Association of Variable Star Observers
has decided that its Occuttation Sec-
tion .is ‘redundant, and consequently
will.dishand:it. They will recommerd
that :their .members contact us “for-oc-
cultation services. If youplan.to:ob-
serve.an important occultation or a
graze of a variable -star, you may want
to send a- request to'the A.A.V.S.0.,
187 Concord Ave., Cambridge, MA 02138,
asking.what the magnitude of .the vari-
able is expected to-be at the time of
the event, -especially for the large-
amplitude Mira variables. :

GRAZES REPORTED TO I0TA.
David W. Dunham

Graze reports should.be sent to my
current address, P.0..Box 488, Siiver
Spring, MD 20907, U.S.A. As usual, if
possible, a copy should also be sent
to HMNAO. In-general,.l no lTonger will
acknowledge: receipt of observation re-
ports, since an entry in the list of
observed grazes serves this. purpose.
0f course, if you send me a report
which is not listed, please let me
know. However, ] will acknowledge re-
ports if either: the report is:not.com-
plete, or a self-addressed envelope or
postcard is enclosed (I don't care if
a stamp is.not included),,or-a gummed
address label is enclosed, or more re-
port forms are needed (in which case,
either a gummed address.label or a . ;
long self-addressed envelope should be
enclosed).: During: the I.A.U. General
Assembly in France Jast.August,:an in-
formal discussiorn of. occultation work,
especially ‘plans for future work, was
attended by workers from the national
almanac offices involved. Workers from
HMNAO voiced objections to the cur-,
rently used ICTA graze report; forms,
noting that they delayed their reduc-
tions. The new.graze report forms, ...
from which .the data can be keypunched
directly, will overcome these prob-.
lems. In the. meantime,, when. possible,
observers should send HMNAQ: reports

using their forms; if the extended
codes available on the [0TA forms are
not needed for a particular observa-
tion, HMNAO's forms are also suffi-
cient for [QTA. Also, it would be
helpful for compiling lists like the
one below if observers would report
the star’s magnitude, the > of the
moon sunlit, and the cusp angle of
graze from the predictions (many ob-
servers already do), quantities which
are not requested on the current
forms. Some observers have been re-
porting observing condition code 0
grazes, where no observations are ob-
tained due to clouds or other causes.
Having been on a number of clouded-out
expeditions myself, I appreciate know-
ing about these efforts, but space
does not permit listing them.

As mentioned in I0TA NEWS, we have
continued to have some problems in
getting out predictions in time. If
you have not received predictions or
profiles for a particular quarter and
your travel radii are reasonably
large, send a note to Berton Stevens,
Jr., IOTA Secretary, 4032 N. Ashland
Ave., Chicago, IL 60613. For North
American observers, he can at least
supply predictions for individual
events, upon request, which you learn
about from published maps, and we can
see what problem the computor for your
area has encountered, and can either
help him or find someone else who can
compute the regular predictions. Note
that 10TA members do not need to pay
for individual graze requests; there
has been some confusion on this point
by same new members. Those who have
paid more than they need to are having
their memberships extended by one or
two quarters, as appropriate, to mini-
mize financial transactions. Berton
Stevens, Wayne Green, and I have been
doing some work using Jean Meeus' pre-
diction method and making other pro-
gram changes which ultimately will re-
sult in a prediction program signifi-
cantly more efficient than the one now
being used. When it, and the double
star files, are operational, it should
be possible to improve IOTA's predic-
tion service with fewer computors.

Yale Catalog star position shift cai-
culations for grazes where the posi-
tion source is Z.C. or G.C. were dis-
cussed on.p. 74 of o. ~. 1, #8, and in
earlier issues. Wayne H. Warren, Jr.,
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center -
Code 671, Greenbelt, MD 20771, phone
301, 982-4604 or 474-0814 (home), can
now do these calculations for observ-
ers in eastern Canada, the northeast-
ern and southwestern U.S.A., and over-
seas. John Phelps, Jr. will continue
to do these calculations for observers
in the U.S.A. and Canada north of lat-
jtude 38° N. and west of Ohio, while
Robert Bailey will do them for the
south-central U.S.A. and Mexico, and
Thomas Campbell, Jr., for the south-
eastern U.S.A. Since Warren has the
catalogs in his office, and has a pro-
gram to do the calculations with his
HP-67 calculator, he can do the calcu-
lations quicker than the others, and
can serve as a backup for them, espe-
cially when time is short. As usual, a
self-addressed envelope or postcard
should be sent with any requests. AGK3
shifts for northern hemisphere 2.C.
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and G.C. stars are still available
from me.

Two computer program errors were found
using observations reported by Robert
Sandy in October. I sent program chan-
ges and procedures for eliminating
these errors to the computors late
last year. One error caused the cusp
angle on the ACLPFP profiles to be in
error by as much as a degree for all
waning-phase grazes for most observ-
ers. The other more serious error
caused the graze height on the profile
to be incorrectly computed. It was due
to the interfacing between the graze
program and ACLPPP when a graze track
passed over one of the special “obser-
vatory" stations, which | believe are
now present only in the C region (mid-
western U.S.A.) predictions.

Three of the grazes in the list were
observed in the Soviet Union. The one
on 1974 September 11 was observed from
Kiev University Observatory's comet
sataion at Lesniki, 1.3 km from the
predicted limit. The other two were
expeditions from Kiev, using predic-
tions computed at Kazan. The observa-
tions were made partly in response to
a paper given by Dr. A. A. Nefediev
and others at Engelhardt Observatory
in Kazan, at the 19th Astrometrical
Conference of the U.5.S5.R., held in
Moscow in 1972 June. They urged that
photoelectric total occultation and
visual grazing occultation observa-
tions be encouraged in the U.S.S.R.
Predictions for grazes near 22 places
in the Soviet Union involving about
half of the stars in the Z.C. would be
computed at Kazan. It is difficult for
astronomers to obtain the necessary
topographic maps, which are classified
secret by the military. From discus-
sions at the 1.A.U. last August, I un-
derstand this is still a problem, al-
though the observers from Kiev must
have obtained maps adequate for pre-
dictions for the events they observed.
Coordinates of observing stations are
not included in the Soviet reports, as
these apparently are also secret.

The graze of ZC 1234 on 1976 November
13 is the first relatively welli-cb~
served graze reported deep in the
northern Cassini region. It showed
that the actual limb is near the mean
limb, and that both Watts data (about
2" below the mean limb) and an obser-
vation of a 74-mag. star on 1974 Sept.
12 which indicated a 4"-high mountain,
were wrong for: the area. The position
used for IC 1234 is from the good-
quality N30 catalog. Data were sent to
the computors to incorporate the ZC
1234 observed data into the ACLPPP
profiles for 1977, and the 1974 data,
used for most of the 1976 ACLPPP pro-
files in that area, were removed. We
had no problems with WWV reception
during the graze, but according to the
NBS Time and Frequency Services Bulle-
tin No. 229, about 2 hours after the
graze, there was an outage for“over an
hour at the key frequency of 5 MHz.
The observations showed the need for
multiple stations spread over a graze-
height range of at least 2“, and a
reasonably bright star for good obsér-
vations and good star position, for
charting the Cassini regions. Grazes
in the still poorly observed northern
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Cassini region are still occurring, so
hopefully more observations like those
of ZC 1234 will be made this year. An-
other error in Watts' data is shown by
the qraze of ZC 3051 on 1976 October
3, when the librations were lat. +6%7
and long. -670. The observations show-
ed that the valley at W.A. 17574 is
nearly 170 deeper than the ACLPPP pro-
file showed. This will be incorporated
into the ACLPPP data later this year.

60 observers manned 25 stations near
Natori, Japan, for a qraze of Spica on
1976 July 5, but they were clouded
out. As reported in NEW DOUBLE STARS,
most expeditions in the U.S.A. were
more successful for the 1976 Aug. 28-
¢% yraze. About 60 stations near Vero
tecach, Florida, netted over 100 tim-
inqy, according to expedition leader
Harold Povenmire, making it the most
successful of the year. Any observers
who have not done so yet are urged to
send him their timing reports as soon
a5 possible so that the observation
report can be completed. A movie of
the nearly grazing occultation was ob-
tained with an Air Force camera at
Cape Canaveral. Thunderstorms ruined
Paul Maley's expedition for the same
graze near Houston, Texas. About two
hours before the qraze, the home of
one of the observers was hit by a tor-
nado. A bigger disappointment for the
Houston observers was the rain which
forced cancelation of their plans for
a spectacular crescent-moon graze of g
Capricorni during Thanksqiving eve-
ning. The southern-limit profile was
rugged, promising many events for all
129 stations which would have been
fully equipped. Another graze of the
star near Fouston in June is not so
favorable.

The drama involved in grazes was well
illustrated by my experience with the
graze of » Sagittarii (2C 2826; see
also NEW DOUBLE STARS) on 1976 Novem-
ber 26. Snow fell as we drove across
eastern Ohio, and a traveler's advis-
ory was in effect when we reached Co-
lumbus. The weather forecast was poor,
with broken clouds expected into I11i-
nois, especially disconcerting since
the moon altitude would be less than
10°. I telephoned Mike Flick in Cin-
cinnati; we decided to join forces
south of Indianapolis, where the wea-
ther prospects were a little better
than near Dayton, Ohio. The southern
half of the sky cleared completely as
we drove across Indiana. After meeting
the observers from Cincinnati, we se-
lected an AM radio station to use for
a time reference for those without
short-wave radios and went to our sta-
tions. The temperature was below 20°
F., quite cold for that time of year.
I set up my equipment in the van at
Joan's station, then drove to my plan-
ned site in the village of Fairland.
When 1 got.there, I saw that trees,
buildings, lights, and people would
pose problems, so I drove to an alter-
nate site which was 0.3 mile south of
a certain intersection and 3 miles
from Fairland, though time was fast
running out. Fortunately, abandoned
railroad tracks crossed the road at
the planned location, for good posi-
tional reference. I arrived only a

couple of minutes before the graze was

expected to start. I took the tele-
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Location Sta

Chicago, IL

Chicago, IL
B.Krinitcha,Ukrn.
Chodruchi ,Moldavia

Lesniki, Ukraine
Croydon, U. K.
Petworth, U. K.
Itchenor, U. K.
Crawley, U. K.
Gravesend, U. K.
Billingshurst, UK 1
Portsmouth, U. K.
Hayling Is., U.K.
Bognor Regis, UK

Calabasas, AZ

Yohkaichi, Japan
Kohriyama, Japan
Trumbull, TX
Continental, AZ
Gluckstadt, MS
Rothville, MO
Kainan, Japan
Bucyrus, KS

Lake Arrowhead,CA
Green Bay, WI
Sapporo, Japan
Obihiro, Japan
Gisborne,N.Zealand
Lake Irvine, CA
Toyohashi, Japan
Cotton Center, AZ
Shomberg, Ontario
Colfax, CA
Farmersville, IL
Bunkerville, NV
Grand Canyon, AZ
St. Petersburg,FL
Yass, Australia
Marana, AZ
Marley, IL
Sewalls Point, FL
Moapa, NV

Tucson, AZ
Mirage, CA
Margate, FL
Alberton,S.Africa
Rafaela,Argentina
Pleasnt Plains,AR
Tuscola, IL
Kramer Jct., CA
Louisburg, KS
Tightwad, MO
Rolla, MO
Harmony, IL
Elburn, IL
Ebenezer, Austrl.
Downers Grove, IL
Sahuarita, AZ
Marana, Al
Sahuarita, Al

Red Mountain, CA
Fort Scott, KS
Rolla, MO
Pocahontas, MS
Benalla,Australia
Cooma, Australia
Mt. Hudson, "
Mallacoota, *
Narooma, "
Picacho, AZ
Tucson, AZ
Belzoni, MS
Starkville, MS
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15
12
20
2}

15
15

15

15

15
15
25
15

Organizer StWA b
Robert Hays

Robert Hays

A. Osipov

A. Osipov

A. Zhitetski

Norman Wright 169-27]
H. C. Nightingale? 169-27
Patrick Moore? 169-27
J. Chapman? 169-27
M. Absalorn? 169-27
Leslie Morrison? 169-27
R. W. Arbour? 169-27
E. Goddard? 169-27
G. T. Buss 169-27
Richard Nolthenius 4N186 44
(T. Hirose)

(7. Hirose)

Paul Newman

Richard Nolthenius 25 10 63
Ben Hudgens >10S
Robert Sandy 3N 974
Yasuo Yabu

Robert Sandy 0 358
Richard Nolthenius 45359-29
Berton Stevens, Jr.9N358-30
Toshio Hirose 0171-19
Homichi Kimura

B. A. Sinton

R. Nolthenius C25169-58
Toshio Hirose

Richard Nolthenius 0177 42
Robert Pike

Bill Fisher

Berton Stevens, Jr.45180 62
Walter Morgan

Richard Nolthenius 0181 21
Thomas Campbell,Jr. 3S
David Herald €55168-30
Richard Nolthenius C169-59
Berton Stevens, Jr. 353 62
Harold Povenmire 356 66
Walter Morgan

Richard Nolthenius

Keith Horne

Harold Povenmire

Jan Hers €55168-58
Eduardo Przybyl

Homer DaBoll 75168-51
John Phelps, Jr.  5N175-60
Keith Horne

Robert Sandy 0189 50
Berton Stevens, Jr. 0190 50
Joseph Senne 0190 50
Homer DaBoll CAN355 60
John Phelps, Jr. C356 60
Simon McMillan C 052
John Phelps, Jr. €359 71
Richard Nolthenius (€353 70
Richard Nolthenius ON184 70
Richard Nolthenius ON188 70
Keith Horne

Robert Sandy 8N358 71
Joseph Senne

Ben Hudgens

Ian Grant

Robert Price

Bryon Soulsby

David Herald

John Newman

Richard Nolthenius

Richard Nolthenius

Ben Hudgens €355 7
Wayne Coskrey €355 7



Star 14 H ¢ &>

Mo Dy Number Mag Snl CA Location Sta Tm C ¢~ Organizer St WA b
1976

11 13 1234 6.1 67- 7N Starkville, MS 1 57 15 Wayne Coskrey €355
11 13 1234 6.1 67- 5N Faison, KNC 5 97 25 David Dunhar €335 7
11 13 202240 7.6 67- €M Chilton, WI 1 14 20 John Phelps, Jr. €351 73
11 14 1359 5.1 55- 65 Holl,wood, FL 316 20 Harold Povenmire

11 16 210616 #.€ 34- -1S Lafayette, IN 1 34 25 Berton Stevens, Jr. 176 57
11 19 212975 7.4 6&- 25 Grandy, MN 1 6 8 15 Rick Binzel

11 19 212975 7.4 6- 35S MNew Auburn, WI 1 6 6 20 James Fox 35179 12
11 19 212975 7.4 6- 35S Greenville, WI 3 17 6 25 Homer DaBoll 10N180 12
1119 1971 5.8 6- 4S Rice Lake, WI 1 48 20 James Fox 0181 12
11 25 2226 4.0 16+ 6S Proctor, 0K 6 20 8 5 Robert Sandy 0170-60
11 25 2426 4.0 16+ 65 Bunker, MO 1 27 9 Joseph Senne 0169-60
11 25 2426 4.0 16+ 5S Farmington, MO 1 7 8 20 Homer DaBoll 35170-60
11 25 2426 4.0 16+ 5S Fairland, IN 5 339 6 John Phelps, Jr. 0170-60
1 25 2626 4.0 16+ 55 Marion, OH 1 4 415 Gary Ringler 170-60
11 27 3199 6.8 43+ Anholt I.,Denmark 1 01 6 N. Wieth-Knudsen

11 28 723681 2.0 46+ S San Martin, CA 6 9 6 20 Gerald Rattley 158

12 12 209903 RA.4 70- Fremont, CA 1 3 7 25 James Ferreira

12 14 711144 7.1 50- 35S Thomasboro, IL 2 2 6 25 John Phelps, Jr.  3N182 47
12 15 711253 8.5 38- 45 Greenbush, WI 3 9 6 20 Homer DaBoll 7H182 34
12 15 Z11857 9.0 37- -1IN Picacho Peak, AZ 1 2 5 15 Richard Nolthenius 8N354 31
12 16 212664 8.1 36- San Jose, CA 1 15 20 James Van Nuland

12 17 213534 7.5 17- 4S Cleveland, MO 2 11 7 15 Robert Sandy 65182 0
12 24 3051 7.0 11+ 3S Fulton, CA 4 11 6 10 James Ferreira

12 24 3051 7.0 11+ 35 Grass Valley, CA 4 30 8 10 Bill Fisher 2N

12 25 3187 6.2 19+ 4S Priest Valley, CA1 1 7 8 Douglas Dunham

12 25 3187 6.2 19+ A4S Bowles, CA 9 36 9 25 Richard Nolthenius 2S

12 26 124157 8.7 28+ 55 Westminster, CA 1 4 5 25 David Dunham 0174-48
12 26 724157 8.7 28+ 55 Orange, CA 1 2 715 Richard Nolthenius 174-48
12 27 124817 8.5 37+ 35 Paxtom, IL 2 8 6 20 John Phelps, Jr. C178-39
1977

1 5 1040 6.2 100+ S6N Springfield, VA 2 2 3 16 David Dunham

1 26 201256 8.9 40+ Jacksonville, FL 1 1 32 Karl Simmons

130 0718 6.1 76+ -N Franktown, CO 4 14 8 20 Paul Asmus 2N

2 2 1106 3.6 95+-105 St. Paul, MN 2 8 7 15 James Fox 0179 69
2 10 Uranus 5.9 58- 4S Drexel, MO 4 10 8 15 Robert Sandy N182-11

scope and radio out, pushed the but-
tons on the radio and recorder, and
began observing. Ten seconds later,
the star disappeared at the first high
mountain. Data from other staticns
showed that | missed no earlier
events. | saw 16 contacts of the
bright star with the dark limb of the
crescent moon, making it one of the
most spectacular grazes [ have seen.
£11 equipment worked. After the graze,
we met John Phelps, whe had driven
down from Chicago and observed inde-
pendently nearby. He agreed tc measure
the coordinates for all our stations,
so he is listed as expedition leader.
Robert Sandy is preparing a reduction
profile of the results of all expedi-
tions for this graze; more detail of
the profile which we probably will in-
corporate into ACLPPP should result.

I observed two threshold grazes early
in January. The first was for 7.5-
mag. ZC 629 by a 90%-sunlit ‘moon on
January 2. The temperature was 15° F.,
with some wind, and at 15° altitude,
the seeing was about as bad as I've
ever seen. The star was seen a few
times before the graze, but as it got
close to the moon, although the cusp
angle was 15°, it was lost and not
seen again. The sky was wvery clear,
but the glare and turbulence were too
much. For the Jan. 5 graze of ZC 1040,
the full moon was high in the sky and
174° from the sun.At this elongation
and at the 56° cusp angle, the termin-
ator would be about 3" from the limb.
The dark separation really was evi-
dent, but the star was overwhelmed by
glare from the moon, so that observa-
tion was nearly impossible, although
the seeing and transparency were good.

If the star had been twice as bright,
about mag. 5.5, the graze would have
been seen readily with my 25-cm re-
flector, I believe. This also might
have been surmised by David Herald's
observations of ZC 2159 and 2160 last
May under rather similar conditions,
described on p. 88 of the last issue.
These observations set some useful
limits on what can be achieved with
submarginal grazes.

A relatively dry flow of air from the
Arctic has persisted in eastern North
America this winter and past autumn.
Although bad for farming, astronomers
have benefited with more clear nights
than usual. The colder-than-usual
weather poses special problems for
graze observers. Besides the ordinary
precautions which one must take when
traveling and observing during winter,
tape recorders especially must be pro-
tected from the cold. When traveling
to a graze, they should be kept in the
heated passenger compartment of the
car. The grease in a tape recorder
left in the trunk of a car may freeze
solid, making the recorder inoperative
even after being worn under an observ-
er's jacket with a cord around the
neck for half an hour before the graze
(this is a good way for keeping the
recorder in working order while ob-
serving, assuming that it did not get
too cold during the trip to the ob-
serving site). The observers for the
graze of Spica in Nevada last August
28 had the opposite problem, observing
from the desert during the hottest
part of a summer afternoon. The tem-
perature was 106° F., probably a rec-
ord for a graze observation. Fortun-
ately, the observers all had air-con-
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ditioned automobiles. [Ed: This may
cause no problem in dry climates, but
we can recall losing some easy timings
because of condensation on our 41-cm
mirror, which had been kept in air-
conditioned surroundings until an hour
or so before the telescope was assef-
bled outdoors.]

Examination of the list of grazes will
show that Richard Nolthenius is the
first to succeed in observing three
grazes in one night, on 1976 October
16. The first and third grazes were
observed from the same location, while
the second one was about 40 miles
away. Time separation between the suc-
cessive grazes was about two hours.
The third turned out to be an unex-
pected double. A Houston triple-graze
attempt last September was clouded
out. Homer DaBoll, St. Charles, IL,
and John Phelps, Orland Park, IL, in-
dependently made plans to observe
three grazes in one night in Missouri,
in late January. It was clear, but
roads leading to the area were closed
due to snow from a recent blizzard.

John Phelps sent me the most imagina-
tive Christmas card I've received in a
long time. It shows the three wise
men, with the caption, “. . when they '
saw the star, they rejoiced exceeding-
ly. ." (Matthew 2:10). John carefully
typed in: “. . it would have been a
Tong ride for a cloud-out. ."

During the graze of 1976 Sept. 29,
Harold Povenmire reported "a large
black snake was nearby.“ Good thing it
didn't mimic WWV!

Based on later more comprehensive re-
ports, the number of stations and tim-
ings for two expeditions should be
changed: In o. ~. #7, p.6%, 1975/11/1,
star 1815 at Bumble Bee, AZ, 2 sta-
tions, 17 timings; and o. ~. #9, p.
86, 1976/6/18, star-3370, 3 stations,
7 timings. In o. ~. #8, 1976/3/9, star
769 was observed at Beachwood, OH, not
Beachwood, M0O. If the name of the or-
ganizer is in parentheses, he reported
the observations, but the actual or-
ganizer is not known and is probably
someone else. The two graze observu-
tions by Robert Hays were recently
found by reading some correspondence
at USNO. USNO is currently not proces-
sing graze observations, so reports
should not be sent there, but rather
to me and/or HMNAQO. The 1972 January
30 graze was during a total lunar
eclipse.

[With the listings in this issue, the
number of expeditions reported for the
graze of £ Sagittarii (ZC 2759) on
1974 Oct. 21 reaches 10 (see p. 24, #3
and p. 74, #8). The expedition shown
in brackets is the one previously men-
tioned on p. 74; corrected figures are
given. A question mark after the or-
ganizer's name indicates that we are
not quite certain that he was actually
the organizer. The information for the
8 expeditions newly reported was taken
from the article "Grazing Occultation
of Xi Sagittarii," Journal of the
B.A.A., 87, 57 (Dec. 1976). Shifts
seen by all expeditions are in agree-
ment, but please refer to p. 24 (tabu-
lar listing and final paragraph of
text of the article) for the shift and
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its interpretation.]

[A letter from James Fox contains some
interesting comments about the Feb. 2
bright-1imb graze of i Geminorum (ZC

. 1106): ". . really fascinating to see
the illuminated peaks projecting from
the limb. I believe all the structure
detail shown in the predicted profile
was visible through the eyepiece. . .

Nelson used a 6" at 250X so the star
showed the first diffraction ring. His
mount is driven. He is sure his times
are accurate since he timed on the D
or R of the diffraction ring. He
claims the ring cuts in and out very
sharply, just like a dark limb low
power event, thereby avoiding irradia-
tion effects. . ."]

PREDICTIONS OF PLANETARY OCCULTATIONS, David W. Dunham

The data in the list below,
are in the same format

for occultations predicted by Gordon Taylor, HMNAO,
as the list of 1976 planetary occultations on p. 79 (#8):

1977 Epoch 1950.0 Possible nighttime
Date  U.T. Object SAO Mo. Mag. R. A. Dec. area of visibility
Jan 21 07M04" Pallas 176953 9.4 9h aTo -24°38 Pacific 0.,Chile,Argentina
Jan 21 16 52 Pallas 176943 9.4 9 3.7 -24 34 New Zealand, Australia,

- Indonesia, India
Feb 28 22 Nysa  +19°888 9.6 8 38.6 +19 43 N. Africa, N. Atlantic 0.
Mar 10 20 55 Uranus 158687 8.8 14 35.4 -14 44 W. Australia, Indonesia,
Japan, Asia, Africa

Jul 8 21 41 Pallas 99401 8.3 10 58.5 +12 19  Eastern Brazil (see map)
Oct 3 1028 Saturn 98871 8.3 North America

Unfortunately, due to the limited time
1 can work on occultations, this arti-
cle is being written after the first
two events, and will be distributed
after the first three, or possibly
four, events. However, in regard to
the first two, since Pallas was magni-
tude 7.2 at the time, the combined
brightness including the star was only
0.1 mag. brighter. Therefore, the drop
in brightness when the occultation oc-
curred could not reliably be noticed
visually, but could be detected photo-
electrically. Presumably, Gordon Tay-
lor notified potential photoelectric
observers in the areas about the e-
vents. [ sent word about the occulta-
tion of SAQ0 176953 to Cerro Tololo,
the only observatory with high-speed
photoelectric capability in the possi-
ble zone of observation (La Plata and
other Argentine observatories were
north of this zone.).

James Elliot and other astronomers
from Cornell University have made
plans to observe the occultation of
SAD 158687 by Uranus from the Kuiper
Airborne Observatory over the Indian
Ocean. They have shown that, in the
far infrared, the spectral-type K-
star is brighter than the strong meth-
ane absorption bands of Uranus. Conse-
quently, a rather good signal-to-noise
ratio can be achieved for studies of
Uranus' diameter and atmosphere. The
expected star diameter, 0700058, will
be covered by an object at Uranus' s
distance and with its velocity in 073,
so that photoelectric data should be
recorded with at least this resolution
for studies of probable spikes that
will occur in the light curve, like
the ones that have been recorded dur-
ing occultations by Jupiter and Nep-
tune. R. Greenberg, Planetary Science
Institute, Tucson, Arizona, has exam-
ined the possibility of an occultation
by one of Uranus' satellites, and has
found that there will be none. The
closest will be Miranda, whose shadow
will pass 12,000 km north of the
earth's center at 23h34m yT. This ap-
pulse will be visible from India, the
Middle East, and Africa.

In an article on p. 20-22 of the De-

cember 1976 issue of R Muscae, Derek
Wallentine pointed out that the possi-
bilities of occultations of faint
stars by minor planets are substan-
tially increased when the objects pass
in front of compact star clusters. He
mentioned that 1792 Reni crossed NGC
2168 on 1976 November 18-22 and that
535 Montague traversed NGC 2168 on
1976 December 14-16. Dr. J. U. Gunter,
Durham, North Carolina, has noted that
94-mag. 44 Nysa will make its station-
ary-point turnaround from retrograde
to direct motion in the Praesepe Clus-
ter, with enhanced probabilities for
occultations during late February and
all of March. Gordon Taylor has found
only one occultation during this time,
given in the list above on February
28. The star involved is not in the
SAQ; the number given is the star's
AGK3 number. I plan to compare numer-
ous faint star positions from the As-
trographic Catalogs (see below) with
an ephemeris supplied by Gordon Taylor
(who got it from the Institute of The-
oretical Astronomy, Leningrad) for
more occultations, and will distribute
predictions for observable events,
probably in the next issue of o. w.

The best occultation of a star by one
of the first four minor planets is the
one by Pallas on July 8. By then, Pal-
las' visual magnitude will be 9.1, so
that combined with the star, the mag-
nitude will be 7.9. The 1.2-magnitude
drop at disappearance should be very
noticeable visually. Pallas' diameter
is expected to be 573 km, in which
case, the duration of a central occul-
tation will be 1634 and its angular
diameter 0V28. Photoelectric observers
should note that the diffraction
fringe separation will be about 330
meters or 0Y00016, which will be cov-
ered in 030094 in the case of a cen-
tral event. From data recorded at this
time resolution, the diameter of the
star could be determined. Observers
should also watch for stepwise events
indicating a close double, unlikely
for this spectral type KO star.

The map shows the possible region of
visibility. The event should be visi-
ble somewhere from the populous east-

ern coast of Brazil, where the sun
will be more than 18° below the hori-
zon, and Pallas about 40° above the
western horizon. The nearly east-west
line passing through Salvador is the
predicted line from which the central
occultation will occur; but errors in
Pallas' or the star's position could
shift the actual path far to the north
or south of this predicted line. Four
other parallel lines show the central
occultation path if the combined er-
rors are 05 and 1'0 (resolved perpen-
dicular to Pallas' motion) to the
north and south. At the nearly north-
south line passing near Belém and
Asuncién, the sun will be 6° below the
horizon; twilight will be too strong
to the west. The expected path width,
using the above diameter of Pallas, is
574 km at the 1°0 N line, 595 km at
the 0Y0 line, and 708 km at the 1'0
line. Broken lines are the boundaries
of Brazilian states, whose capital
cities (not always named) are shown by
+'s. Circled dots mark national capi-
tals. The Mercator projection map
scale varies with latitude; five hori-
zontal lines show the scale at 10° (of
latitude) intervals from 0° to 40°.

1 hope that Brazilian observers will
be able to organize well for this fav-

orable event, which occurs on a Friday
evening. Some observing stations

should be established in cities where
no known observers now live, especial-
1y between Recife and Rio de Janeiro,
to give better coverage. Volunteers
interested and able to coordinate ob-
servations on a national scale are
sought. Also sought are improved as-
trometric data to enable computing a
better prediction. At present, with a
120 error possible, there is only
about one chance in seven that a given
observer in eastern Brazil will see an
occultation. Some improvement could be
made soon by obtaining a current ac-
curate position of the star with re-
spect to the surrounding SAQ stars.
But an accurate position will not be
possible until a few days before the
event, when the minor planet and star
can be photographed on the same plate,
due to systematic star catalog errors.
During the week before July 8, I hope
that several plates can be exposed and
measured, so that the combined predic-
tion error can be reduced to less than
Pallas' angular diameter, as was done
at the last minute for the occultation
of Kappa Geminorum by Eros in 1975.
Either Gordon Taylor or I could com-
pute a last-minute correction for the
July 8 occultation from the astromet-
ric observations, and telegraph or
TELEX the expected shift of the path
in arc seconds to the national coordi-
nator(s). Local observers can use the
map to interpolate where the last-min-
ute path is expected to be. For exam-
ple, 0Y3 N would have it passing over
Recife and 025 S would have it pas-
sing over Brasilia. Also, keep in mind
the estimated uncertainty, and the
width of the path, for locating ob-
servers to obtain the best data.

A finder chart shows the location of
SAD 99401 in easterr Leo. An arrow in-
dicates the direction of motion of
Pallas. The faintest stars on the
large-scale chart are 9th magnitude;
ZC 1598 and ZIC 1608 are mag. 6.4 and
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6.7, respectively. Incidentally, the
occultation path crosses most of the
Atlantic Ocean, but Pallas sets before
it reaches the west coast of Africa.

I have been computing astrometric
ephemerides of minor planets, as de-
scribed on p. 85-86 of the last issue,
and will soon send magnetic tape data
to Gordon Taylor with accurate astro-
metric positions at daily intervals
for several years into the future for
50 minor planets. During the assembly
of the International Astronomical Un-
ion in Grenoble, France, last August,
a working group of Commission 20 (Po-
sitions and motions of minor planets,
comets, and satellites) was establish-
ed to coordinate planetary occultation
work internationally, mainly for as-
trometric support and the rapid dis-
semination of data. As mentioned
above, accurate predictions usually
are not possible until days before the
event. Then, word must be distributed
quickly. Gordon Taylor was named
chairman of the working group; he is
certainly the best qualified, with the
most experience in this field, having
predicted nearly all such occultations
to date.

One way to increase the number of pre-
dictions of planetary occultations is
to consider more stars. We have been
limited to the SAQ and AGK3 catalogs,
which include stars down to nearly
10th magnitude with about 7 stars per
square degree. During the past few
years, workers at the Stellar Data
Center in Strasbourg, France, have
keypunched and analyzed the data in
the Oxford, Paris, Bordeaux, and Tou-
louse zones of the Astrographic Cata-
log, which include stars to about 12th
magnitude at a density 10 times that
of the AGK3 catalog, from declinations
+4° to +31°. These data, on four mag-
netic tapes, was obtained by I0TA and
the U. S. Naval Observatory, with I0TA
paying the postage from France. 1 am
now working on it for the possible oc-
cultation by Nysa mentioned above, and
also for lunar occultations of the Hy-
ades. Work is also progressing at
Strasbourg on the Algiers zone of the
A.C., which will extend coverage to
-2°, but no work is contemplated on
zones farther south, except for se-
lected areas being worked on by IOTA
members.

Another approach is being taken by
Fritz Benedict and Peter Shelus at the
University of Texas. They plan to use
my astrometric ephemerides to scan the
Palomar Sky Survey glass plates with a
microdensitometer to find possible oc-
cultations of faint stars. They have
written a clever program for the PDP-
11 minicomputer to drive the microden-
sitometer to find and measure the SAO
stars on the plate, compute plate con-
stants, and scan the predicted path of
the planet for occultations of stars
brighter than a preselected threshold.

PLANETARY OCCULTATION UPDATE
David W. Dunham

I have recently learned of another as-
teroidal occultation predicted bthorﬁ
don Taylor. On 1977 March 5 at 2" 34
U.T., minor planet 6 Hebe (diameter
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perhaps 190 km) is expected to occult
the 3.6-mag. primary of Gamma Ceti as
seen from Mexico, nominally between
latitudes 17° and 20° north. However,
prediction uncertainties are probably
great enough that the event could
occur in Central America or the U.S.A.
Gordon Taylor plans to improve the
prediction with a recent photographic
observation soon.

A passage of 22 Kalliope through the
Pleiades is described on p. 127 of the
February issue of Sky and Telescope. !
compared an accurate astrometric
ephemeris of the minor planet with
Eichhorn's highly accurate catalog of
Pleiades stars to the 12th magnitude
which was used for the special USNO P-
catalog predictions for lunar occulta-
tions a few years ago. 1 found no oc-
cultations, the closest approach of
Kallfope to any Plefades star being
10".{horizontal parallax less than 4")

The lunar occultation of Uranus and of
SAQ 158687 in North America on Febru-
ary 10 have assumed special importance
for possibly improving the relative
positions of the two objects, which
could be crucial for observation of
the occultation of the star by Uranus
in March. Preliminary astrometric ob-
servations indicate a 1" error in the
star's position, more than an Earth
diameter at Uranus' distance.

OBSERVATIONS OF
PLANETARY OCCULTATIONS

David W. Dunham

On p. 85 of the last issue, an obser-
vation of an occultation of SAO 80046
by Saturn's satellite lapetus by
Strauss in southern Brazil is describ-
ed. Prof. Jose Manoel Luis da Silva
reports that observations from two lo-
cations in Curitiba, Parana, Brazil
were also attempted. Observing condi-
tions were good, but no occultatiaon
was seen. The northern limit of the
occultation apparently passed between
Curitiba and Porto Alegre.

According to predictions by both Gor-
don Taylor and me, the path of the oc-
cultation of SAO 153844 by Pallas on
October 10 last year was expected to
be just off the California coast, but
with an uncertainty large enough that
the event might be observed from land.
The path also crossed Mexico, but aft-
er sunrise a short distance east of
the Gulf of California. In 1o7TA Spe-
cial Bulletin #2, distributed several
days before the event to cbservers in
western North America, I described
what to expect during the event, and
that an improvement in the prediction
would be attempted. During the morning
of October 8, Dr. Arnold Klemola ex-
posed an astrometric plate with both
the star and minor planet, at Lick Ob-
servatory. 'He measured and reduced the
plate during the day, and phoned the
results to me that evening. Working
most of the night at the U.S. Naval
Observatory, I assembled computer pro-
grams which used Klemola's data to
compute a new path. The results were
that both Pallas and the star were a-
bout 024 north of their expected plac-
es. Consequently, the original predic-
tion was virtually unchanged, with

still an uncertainty large enough that
the event could be seen from Califor-
nia and Arizona. I made arrangements
to use the Federal Telephone System at
Goddard Space Flight Center the eve-
ning before the event, to contact many
potential observers, telling them that
there was a chance to record the oc-
cultation. Conditions were excellent
at most of the major observatories in
the Southwest, most of which attempted
to record the event with high-speed
photoelectric equipment. Unfortunate-
1y, none of them saw the occultation.
Numerous visual observers similarly
only saw the two objects merge with no
occultation occurring. Dr. Clark Chap-
man, Planetary Science Institute, Tuc-
son, Arizona, organized an expedition
which observed the appulse near Kino
Bay, Mexico, at about longitude 112°
west, latitude +284°. This was near
the predicted northern limit, but they
saw no occultation, although they were
the southernmost observers. Richard
Nolthenius and John Hayes observed the
event from long. 110° 57' 362 W.,
lat. +32° 13' 43'9, height 2405 ft.,
in Tucson, Arizona. According to Nol-
thenius, "Weather conditions were per-
fect, with no detectable scintillation
due to atmospheric turbulence. Trans-
parency was also excellent. Hayes ob-
served with an 8" /6.5 Newtonian at
73 power while I used g 6" /8 Newton-
fan at 96 power. At 12059M2934 UT
(:0%2, p.e. 036 applied) 1 saw the
combined object fade quickly by about
0.4 magnitude. Hayes commented immedi-
ately that the image did indeed look
fainter; however, due to some problem
with his vision at the time, he did
not see the step fading. The object
remained at this reduced brightness
for the next 5 seconds. At 12h59m3gs
+25 | readjusted my telescope, after
which I no longer could tell if the
image was still at reduced brightness.
During the next several minutes, no
stepwise brightening was noticed by
either of us. Hayes commented at 12P
59M41S that as near as he could tell,
the image still appeared to be at the
reduced brightness, although it was no
longer unambiguous. He confirmed that
the image appeared fainter for at
least several seconds after the 'D',
but after that it was unclear as to
whether it had brightened or not. He
guessed that he probably would not
have been able to see the anticipated
stepwise brightening.”

If Pallas’ diameter is 573 km, a re-
cent estimate, it would subtend 035
that night and a central occultation
would last 19%6. The change in magni-
tude at an actual occultation should
have been about 0.7. The path extended
rather steeply from northwest to
southeast, so Nolthenius was the
northermmost observer with respect to
it (the separation should have been
nearly 0'8 at closest approach). The
positional error should not have been
so large as to put Tucson near the ac-
tual southern limit. At Kitt Peak, 50
km or 0Y03 in the sky closer to the
predicted occultation, Don Wells saw
no occultation using photoelectric e-
quipment. He writes, ". . . there was
no difficulty at all in observing the
appulse due to the dawn, although by
15 minutes later it might i.ave been
impossible. In addition, Gehrz observ-

ed the event visually with the 1.3-me-
ter and not only did not see an occul-
tation but also said that the images
appeared distinct even when closest.
The seeing was superdb, and this sug-
gests the centerline of the shadow was
probably 05 or more away from KPNO,
to the south, presumably.”

James McMahon at China Lake, Califor-
nia, was about the same distance from
the predicted line as Kitt Peak, and
also reported no occultation. So Nol-
thenius' "D" was probably a temporary
seeing fading, possible on even good
nights, but we can not be certain that
he did not see an occultation since no
observations were made north (with re-
spect to the path) of Tucson. A photo-
electric attempt at Flagstaff failed,
and nobody observed visually there.
Variable clouds prevented observation
at Las Vegas, Nevada, and skies were
overcast in northern California and
northward. In any case, during this
occultation, the minimum three tim-
ings, made from at least two widely
separated locations, needed to obtain
a measurement of the diameter of Pal-
las, were not obtained.

Eduardo Przybyl, Rafaela, Argentina,
reports that, during December, clouds
and rain prevented observation of oc-
cultations of two AGK3 stars by 354
Eleonora predicted by Gordon Taylor
and of the passage of 535 Montague
across NGC 2168. An observation of the
occultation of SAO 79100 by Saturn's
satellite Rhea is described in the NEW
DOUBLE STARS section.

OBSERVATIONS OF M67 PASSAGES
David W. Dunham

Three passages of the moon across the
open cluster M67 in Cancer have been
observed since the last issue of o. WN.
I computed and distributed. predictions
of occultations of numerous faint
stars during these events to many ob-
servers, using the U.S. Naval Observa-
tory's total occultation prediction
program, rather than the less-effi-
cient University of Texas prediction
program used for last June's passage.

Observations of occultations of stars
in and near M67 which I have received
since last August 15th are summarized
in the table, whose format is similar
to the one on p. 88 of the last issue.
Under % Sunlit, "+" denotes waxing

phase (all observations dark-1imb dis-
appearances) and "-" signifies waning
(al1 dark-1imb reappearances). Under

- Telescope, the aperture in cm is given

and L 1s for reflector, R refractor.

Richard Nolthenius' observation of the
passage of 1975 October 28 is describ-
ed on p. 70 of o. N. 1, #7; it sparked
my interest in passages across clus-
ters other than the Pleiades, Hyades,
and Praesepe. But while going over re-
ports of Soviet observations, I found
that A. Zhitetski had timed occulta-
tions of 4 SAD stars near M67 one si-
dereal month earlier. Sincheskul's ob-
servations at Poltava during 1975
March 23 are remarkable considering
the brightness of the moon; the tele-
scope he used and the observing condi-
tions must have been exceptionally



good.

If Price's and Senne's observation re-
ports had been received in time to be
_included in the table on p. 88 of the
last issue, they would have ranked 4th
and 7th, respectively. Hazy skies pre-
vented more observations at Rolla. For
the same reason, Robert Sandy was able
to time only 1 event at Kansas City,
Missouri (rather than the 2 given in
the p. 88 table). So last June's pas-
sage remains the best observed, with
81 timings, 36 of non-SAQ stars and 18
of non-BD stars, reported by 12 ob-
servers.

I was fortunate in obtaining, with
Wayne Warren's help, permission to ob-
serve last September's M67 passage
with the 91-cm Cassegrain reflector at
Goddard Spaceflight Center's Optical
Facility. Joan Dunham, Curtis McCraken
and Rick Skiliman provided valuable
assistance. The value of using a large
aperture was emphasized by the fact
that Warren was able to time only 2
reappearances with a nearby 31-cm re-
flector. Skies were hazy, with patchy
cirrus clouds, so that numerous events
were missed which could have been tim-

ed if skies had been clearer. Also,
nearly all timings were made at less
than. 20° moon altitude. Observing con-
ditions were considerably worse due to
the urban surroundings of the U.S. Na-
val Observatory, where Yan Flandern
observed. Poor conditions also hamper-
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ed Nakamura and Wieth-Knudsen during
the following two M67 Passages.

See Richard Binzel's article for a
list of occultations across M67 and
other galactic-nebular objects during
the first half of 1977.

z Tele- Non Non

Date Sunlit Observer scope Total SAO _BD
1975 March 23 81+ B. Sincheskul, Poltava, Ukraine, USSR 20R 1N 6 4
V. Mazhorovski, Poltava, Ukraine, USSR 8R 3 0 0

V. Vaselev, Leningrad, Russia, USSR 16R 3 2 1

A. Zhitetski, Kiev, Ukraine, USSR 24R 2 0 0

1975 Oct. 1 23- A. Zhitetski, Kiev, Ukraine, USSR 24R 4 0 0
1976 June 3 24+ Ronald Price, Garland, TX, USA 31L 9 8 §
Joseph Senne, Rolla, MO, USA 20L 3 0 0

1976 Sept. 20 15- David Dunham, Greenbelt, MD, USA 91L 15 11 10
Wayne Warren, Greenbelt, MD, USA 3L 2 0 0

Thomas Van Flandern, Washington, DC, USA  62L 1 0 0

1976 Oct. 17 36- Katsuyuki Nakamura, Shizuoka, Japan 40L 1 0 0
1976 Nov. 14 59- Antonio Salazar, San Fernando, Spain 15R 4 T 1
N. Wieth-Knudsen, Tisvildeleje, Denmark 30L 4 T 1

POSITION ANGLES FOR OCCULTATIONS
David Herald

Occasionally there have been reports
to 10TA of successfully observed oc-
cultations where the observed position
angle of the event differed widely
from the values listed in the USNO
predictions. Almost invariably, in
these reports, the actual time of the
event corresponds very well with the
predicted time. In these cases, it is
almost certain that the apparent dis-
crepancy is a result of either obser-
vational uncertainty or confusion as

to which angle listed in the predic-
tions is the appropriate one for the
observer's method of determining an-
gles. To avoid any confusion, if it
exists, I give here the meaning of
each of the four angles provided in
the predictions, CA, PA, VA, and WA,
together with an indication of when to
use them.

PA. This is the "Position Angle" of
the event, and is the fundamental an-
gle derived from the prediction calcu-
lations. It is measured from the north
point eastwards, 0° to 360°. It is ex-
actly analagous to position angles for

LUNAR OCCULTATIONS OF MINOR PLANETS IN 1977

This information was prepared by H. M.
Nautical Almanac Office, with £ sunlit
added by David Dunham, using data from
the American Ephemeris and Nautical

Almanac. Detailed predictions will be
available later for users of large
telescopes, especially for photoelec-
tric observers.

Approx. %
Date U. T. Snl Minor Planet Mag. Nighttime Area of Visibility

Mar. 12 lsh 46- Parthenope 11.4 Indonesia, New Guinea, N. Australia,
and east to Fiji Islands.

Mar. 25 17 30+ Europa 12.2 S. E. England, Central Europe, South
Western Asia.

Apr. 9 12 65- Parthenope 11.0 South Pacific Islands (Cooke).

Apr. 24 18 32+ Eleonora 11.7 Cape, South Africa.

Apr. 29 00 74+ Hygiea 10.7 N. E. Canada as far west as Nova Sco-
tia, Greenland, Western Europe, W.
North Africa.

My 7 0 83- Parthenope 10.5 South Atlantic, South Africa,

. Madagascar.

May 23 04 22+ FElektra 13.3 South Pacific Islands (Cooke).

May 26 13 54+ Hygiea 11.0 China, Japan, Philippine Islands, Bor-
neo.

June 23 06 36+ Hygiea 11.2 Hawaii, West Coast Central North Amer-

. ica.

June 26 18 74+ Metis 10.9 Antarctica.

July 24 05 54+ Metis 11.3 North Pacific - Hawaii to Mexico.

July 27 13 88+ Davida 12.2 Australia (except extreme N. Points),
Tasmania, N. North Island New Zealand,
and east to Fiji Islands.

Nov. 5 06 40- Iris 10.0 Brazil

Nov. 14 19 17+ Laetitia 11.9 West Coast Central Southern Africa.

Dec. 7 19 13- Psyche 12.5 No:thdtast Australia, New Guinea, Fiji
Islands.

Dec. 13 00 8+ Llaetitia 12.0 Souih West Canada, Western U.S.A.

double stars. This angle is of most
use for equatorially mounted tele-
scopes.

VA. This is the "Vertex Angle". It,
as with the PA, is measured anticlock-
wise from north through east. However,
the zero point in the VA scale is at
the apparent vertex of the moon as
seen from the observer's site; i.e.,
from that point on the moon's 1imb
farthest from the horizon. This angle
is primarily for use with altazimuth-
mounted telescopes, where the mounting
makes the moon's vertex easy to lo-
cate.

CA. This 1s the "Cusp Angle". As the
name suggests, it is the angle measur-
ed from the cusp of the moon. Conven-
tion decrees that 1t be referred to
the nearest cusp (i.e., is never more
than 90°), with the cusp identified
thereafter. Usually it is N or S, but
near new and full moon, i1t may be E or
W. Also, 1t is positive against the
dark 1imb, negative against the
bright. This angle is very convenient
to use, as the cusps provide a conven-
ient reference point. However, near
new and full moon, particularly full,
it 1s extremely difficult to accurate-
ly locate the actual cusp, thus bring-
ing a large degree of uncertainty into
where one should look, particularly
for reappearances or for very diffi-
cult events.

WA. This is the "Watts Angle". Used
correctly, it overcomes the problems
of the CA. Essentially, the Watts an-
gle is measured anticlockwise, north
through east, with the zero at the
moon's north pole. Thus the Watts an-
gle can be used to relate the location
of the occultation directly to the
moon's surface features. Most conven-
iently, this is done by marking, on a
map of the moon, a scale starting with
0° at the north pole, through 90° at
the lunar west [Ed: west in the IAU,
rather- than classical, sense] point
(near Oceanus Procellarum) and so on
through south and east (near Mare



100

Crisium). The Watts angle for an oc-
cultation when referenced to the map
then shows where the occultation will
occur. All one has to do then is to
locate features near that point. But a
word of warning: To accurately esti-
mate the location of the occultation
point using this method, one should
take into account, at least approxi-
mately, the lunar librations, which
have the effect of moving the apparent
locations of the features on the lunar
disc. The librations are listed in the
predictions. Space s too limited here
to give a detailed explanation of how
to do this. [Ed: but see o. ». 1, 18,
second column (#2)]

LUNAR OCCULTATIONS OF PLANETS
Michael D. Reynolds

1976 July 21 - Occultation of Jupiter
and satellites Europa, Ganymede, and
lo by the moon. Three observers, G.
Blow, B. Menzies, and T. Stewart were
able to make visual observations of
the reappearances of Jupiter and its
moons Europa, Ganymede, and lo. The
observations were made near Auckland,
New Zealand. The observers had hoped
to record photoelectrically the reap-
pearances of the moons, but were una-
ble to do so, due to a number of dif-
ficulties. The map is on p. 72,

1977 January 1 - Occultation of Jupi-
ter and satellites Callisto, Io, Euro-
pa, and Ganymede by the moon. Obsery-
ers in two neighboring states of Bra-
211 were able to make visual observa-
tions. At Rio de Janeiro, 0. Tavares,
0. Chaves, P. Alonso, and V. D'Avila
observed the D of each of the five ob-
jects. At Atibaia, A. P. Martins ob-
served the D of Callisto and the D and
R of Jupiter, and B. A. Borghi observ-
ed the D of Callisto. At Campinas, M.
F. Olivera observed the D of Jupiter,
while the D and R of Jupiter and the D
of Ganymede were observed by J. C. F.
tobo, J. C. R. Vieira, and R. Previ-
talli. Also at Campinas, J. Nicolini
attempted to observe these phenomena,
but was foiled by microclimatic condi-
tions around his 4th-flo

1977 February 10 - Occultation of
Uranus by the moon. With the number of
expeditions planned for the Uranus oc-
cultation, some data should be col-
lected. If you are able to observe the
occultation, please send a copy of
your report to me at 610 Florida Blvd,

Neptune Beach, FL 32233. Include in
your report (and all reports of occul-
tations of planets, at least those
sent to me) a list of all observers
(let me know if you atterpted the oc-

cultation and were clouded out, etc.),
data collected, where the event was
observed, the data, any “unusual" hap-
penings (arrested by police, etc.),
the event itself (Don't leave me gues-
sing!). Good luck and good observing,

[The maps showing the regions of visi-
bility of lunar occultations of plan-
ets are reprinted by permission from
the Japanese Ephemeris for 1977, pub-
lished by the Hydrographic Department
of Japan.]

MORE ON A DIGITAL STOPWATCH

Richard P. Binzel

I recently purchased an electronic
digital stopwatch from Edmund Scien-
tific Co.(Cat. #1671, @ $49.95). Sili-
conix, Inc., is the manufacturer.

It reads in increments of 0°1, and
conforms to the stated accuracy speci-
fication of 0.002% (about 0%07/hour).
It has an operational specification
down to -25° C. I checked it, outdoors
at -18° C, recently, and also at -22°
in a deep freezer, and found that it
remained accurate.

One of the nicest features is the
split function, which is in addition
to the start, stop, and reset func-
tions. The split function freezes the

- display while the internal timer con-

tinues. A second operation of the
split button resets the display to the
total elapsed time since the watch was
originally started. Thus, once the
watch is started in synchrony with a
WWY signal, an observer could time an
unlimited number of events using the
split button, recording the event time
immediately after each press of the
button, and then repressing the split
button to return the display to the
actual time. I recently timed a six-
event graze this way, because WWY re-
ception was very poor.

The $49.95 price is not outside the
price range of high quality mechanical
stopwatches, and the price probably
will drop, as has been the case with
calculators and digital wrist watches.
I recommend this stopwatch highly.

TIME OUT FOR TIMEKUBE
Mark Trueblood

According to Tom Harris at Radio Shack
corporate headquarters, they are not
now marketing Timekubes, but they will
start selling them again next spring.
They are having trouble getting crys-
tals (thanks to the flood of CB or-
ders), but they expect to start ship-
ping from Taiwan on February 28, in

time to have them on the shelf the
first week in April. Two models will
be available: 1) WWV on 5, 10, and 15
MHz, and 2) CHU (Canadian Time Serv-
ice) plus two channels of WWV (probab-
ly 5 and 10, but I'm not certain).
Each model will sell for $31.95, but
the CHU model will only be available
in New England. Those in other parts
of the country who go on expeditions
to New England can order the CHU ver-
sion from the Boston warehouse: Radio
Shack, 100 Mazzeo Dr., Randolph, MA
02368, ph. 617/963-7410. The 3-channel
WWV model should be stocked in all
store locations across the country,
obviating the need for special order.
Those with further questions should
contact Tom Harris at Radio Shack,
2617 West 7th Street, Fort Worth, TX
76107, ph. 817/335-3711.

[Ed: Now that the N.B.S. has agreed to
continue to broadcast time signals on
2.5 MHz, there is renewed motivation,
for those capable and willing to do
s0, to put together their own version
of the Timekube. See the article: C.
Caringella, "Building a Three-Channel
Time Receiver," Popular Electronics,
33, #6, p. 33 (Dec. 1970). At today's
prices, a complete 3-channel receiver
can be assembled for about $25 to $30,
including a metal case. Add about $5
to $6 per channel (two coils and a
crystal) for each additional channel
desired. An Elgin, I1linois-based
group is designing a set updated from
the 1970 original, and occultation
Newsletter will publish an article,
including circuit diagram, when the
new prototype has been completed.]

AUDITORY ELECTRONIC OCCULTATION TIMER

Clifford J. Bader

With the advent of crystal-controlled
timepieces utilizing digital display,
it has become possible to dispense
with the inconvenjent and unreliable
radio time signal for both grazes and
total occultations. Not only is the
accuracy of such watches adequate (:
052/day or better), but the error is
systematic and easily accounted for;
furthermore, the digital display makes
possible setting and synchronization
to better than 051. For occultation
timing purposes, the only problem in
using such a timepiece is that of
transferring the time to the tape or
other medium used to record the event.
I have solved this problem by con-
structing an electronic time-mark gen-
erator, which can be synchronized or
corrected to within a few milliseconds
of the standard, and which provides
auditory tone bursts marking the sec-
onds and half minutes. The tone bursts
may be transferred to the tape along
with the observer inputs, or may be
utilized directly for eye-ear timing.

The timer uses complementary metal-ox-
ide-semiconductor (CMOS) integrated
circuit logic, which is now starting
to appear at low prices on the surplus
market, and which offers very low cur-
rent drain and uncritical supply-volt-
age requirements. The unit includes an
AC supply for line operation, but will
work with any battery supply of 6 to
12 volts. No attempt is made here to
show circuit details, which I will



provide to interested parties if re-
turn postage is supplied.

A block diagram is shown. The time
base is a crystal oscillator operating
at 409.6 kHz. The basic clock frequen-
cy is divided by 212 = 4096 in a bin-
ary ripple counter, producing pulses
at 10 ms intervals, and is then fed to
control circuitry which permits the
pushbutton addition or deletion of
single clock pulses, in order to ad-
Just the timing to that of the stand-
ard. Each time the “advance" button is
depressed, one extra pulse is added
between two of the regular clock puls-
es; when the “retard" button s push-
ed, one clock pulse is omitted. It is
thus possible to adjust the timer for-
ward or backward in 10 ms {increments,
which {s about the minimum fnterval
detectable by ear-ear, eye-eye, or
eye-ear comparison. A decade divider
further reduces the clock rate to 10
pulses/second. Another decade counter
produces a one second interval and al-
so provides ten sequentially activated
outputs of 051 each. The first (zero)
output is used to gate the tone oscil-
lator, which therefore produces a 051
burst commencing on the second. All
ten outputs can be switch-scanned to
move the timing lamp flash to coincide
with a recorded event or with a time
standard. A1l counters are reset to
zero by a pushbutton.Divide-by-six and
divide-by-ten counters are cascaded to
generate the minute. The output of the
last counter is "high" for 30 seconds,
and "low" for the next 30; it is used
to select either the basic tone or the
tone frequency divided by two. The
gating is arranged so that the tone is
low (about 400 Hz) during the first
half of the minute and an octave high-
er (800 Hz) during the second half;
this scheme provides the observer with
minute and half-minute markers, and
provides a continuous indication of
which portion is in progress. The 0%1
duration furnishes a crip beat and fa-

cilitates eye-ear interpolation.
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Extreme frequency accuracy is not es-
sential, since the accumulated error
during an operating period can be de-
termined readily, and corrections ap-
plied, or periodic advancement or re-
tardation can be made. Consequently,
no voltage regulation or crystal oven
is included. Surplus low-frequency
crystals are available at very low
prices (75¢); the nearest available
frequency is 409.722 xHz. The oscil-
lator circuit has sufficient frequen-
cy-trim range to permit the desired
frequency of 409.600 kHz to be reach-
ed, although even without trimming,
the error of about + 15/hr is tolera-
ble. The timer can be set to a radio
or telephone time signal by ear com-
parison; this method is particularly
accurate with the WWV format, since
the count may be advanced in 10 ms
steps until the tone burst just oblit-
erates the seconds tick. Used in this
mode, it also permits accurate meas-
urement of digital watch error, since
the timing lamp flash may be varied to
coincide visually with the watch dis-
play and the tenth-second readout ob-
tained from the scanning switch. When
synchronizing to the watch without
time signals, several options are
available; the timing lamp may be set
on zero and the watch error accounted
for in the data reduction, or the tim-
ing lamp may be offset to compensate
for the watch error. Alternatively,
eye-ear synchronization may be used.
In any case, the reset button is held

1977 OCCULTATIOIS OF BRIGHT NON-SAO STARS, Richard P. Binzel

As was reported on p.

58 of 0. N. 1, (#7), there are perhaps several dozen stars

brighter than mag. 8.6 which have not been included in the SAQ Catalog and hence
are not included in the USNO total occultation predictions. The reason for their
exclusion stems from lack of knowledge of their proper motions. However, they
are all included in the Yale Catalogs. Although these stars have not yet been
included in the USNO total occultation predictions, they have been assigned USNO
reference numbers prefixed by the letter Q, and special predictions for the Q
stars_have been computed. Listed below are predictions for favorable (moon less
than 70% sunlit) occultations of Q stars mag. 8.1 and brighter, for 1977. Ob-
servability codes were assigned without considering sun and moon altitudes.

1977 USNO %
Date U. T. /Ph Ref No 0 Mag Snl
Jan 16 19"57"3/R Qo002 7 8.1 10-
Jan 17 18 56.9/R Q00036 7 8.0 4-
Feb 14 01 01.7/R Q00035 7 8.0 19-
01 12.9/R Q00035 7 8.0 19-

02 25.9/R Q00036 7 8.0 19-

Mar 12 09 05.8/R Q00024 6 8.1 S51-
Mar 13 00 32.2/R Q00027 6 8.1 44-
06°37.9/R Q00034 6 8.1 41-

06 54.2/R Q00035 7 8.0 41-

Apr 9 07 18.5/R Q00027 5 8.1 67-
Sep 20 11 34.5/D Q00027 6 8.1 52+
11 48.8/D Q00027 6 B.1 52+

16 40.5/D Q00035 6 8.0 55+

Oct 16 20 49.7/D Q00023 7 8.1 21+
Oct 17 17 20.5/D Q00027 7 8.1 30+
23 49.7/D Q00035 7 8.0 32+

Oct 18 00 47.9/D Q00036 7 8.0 33+

- 21

SN
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8 6IN
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11 64N
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675
88N
24 46N
61N
745
31N
565
835 98
625 117
53N 55
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64s 113
188 15

308
220
298
264
249
276
314
299
253
327
124

Tokyo, Japan

Melbourne, Australia
Pretoria, S. Africa
Capetown, S. Africa
Pretoria, S. Africa
Deer Lake, Newfoundland
Capetown, S. Africa
Recife, Brazil

Buenos Aires, Argentina
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Melbourne, Australia
Brisbane, Australia
Pretoria, S. Africa
Recife, Brazil
Pretoria, S. Africa
Recife, Brazil

Miami Springs, Florida
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down until the minute begins, and then
released; the timer is then advanced
to compensate for reaction time.

Originally built to supplement radio
signals for eye-ear timing, and later
modified to include the chronograph
feature, the timer has accounted for
some 150 total occultation timings and
two grazes. With the addition of a
digital watch, it has become the key
to the utilization of a completely
portable and uninterruptible time re-
ference.

GRAZE LAYOUT MEASUREMENT TECHNIQUES
H. F. DaBoll

Finding one's observing coordinates
can be as simple as setting up on top
of a landmark which appears on the to-
pographic map of the area, and scaling
the coordinates directly from the map.
As there seldom will exist an ideally
spaced group of surmountable land-
marks, a multi-observer expedition
usually has to employ some sort of
ground measurements (but see D. A.
Howe, "The Feasibility of Applying the
Active TvTime System to Automatic Ve-
hicle Location," Wavigation 21, 9-15
(1974), which was reviewed by David
Dunham, on p. 89) to refer the observ-
ing positions to mapped landmarks, at
least one of which usually will be a
straight road. If one has calibrated
his pace or stride carefully, stepping
off the distance is satisfactory, if
the offset is not so great as to allow
the accumulated error to grow too
large. While an error of even up to
100 feet, including the error of the
map, itself, may be allowable, most of
us try to hold the measurement error
to something like 5 to 10 feet.

In the "Geodetic Graze Program", accu-
racy criteria were more stringent. Map
error was largely eliminated by refer-
ring positions directly to U.S. Coast
and Geodetic Survey horizontal contrel
station markers. Although we were not
required to do so, my group once form-
ed a 3-man survey crew, using transit
and steel tape, to set out stakes di-
rectly related to the h.c.s., for an
expedition of about 20 observers. Some
of the stakes served as tables into
which tacks were driven, at locations
known to an accuracy at least 3 orders
of magnitude better than was needed
for even a geodetic graze. Predicta-
bly, the sky was clear enough to bring
out all the observers, but with some
streaks of cloud in the worst place.

For another geodetic graze expedition,
we used a bicycle wheel (and front
fork) whose circumference was accu-
rately known, having been calibrated
against a 200-foot steel tape only
about one hour earlier. The wheel was
used to mark off whole numbers of rev-
olutions, and was supplemented by a
12-foot steel tape for fractional
parts of revolutions measured along
the road, and for offsets from the
centerline. That night, the sky was as
clear as I ever have seen it. A1l ob-
servers saw a miss.

The bicycle wheel technique is quite
practical, either as a secondary
standard for measuring, or as a means
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of interpolating between landmarks,
but if one man is trying to do the
layout by himself, he might have to
carry a knapsack full of station mark-
ers along the route, and still would
have to hike back to his car. Of
course, the fine measurements, with
the steel tape, may be neglected, for
ordinary grazes.

An advantage of using a cable is that
the electrical breakouts, for the ob-
servers' signaling devices, are locat-
ed at predetermined intervals, so that
if the cable is laid along a straight
road, establishing the location of any
breakout makes it possible to calcu-
late the positions of all the others.
There is also the associated disadvan-
tage of relatively inflexible spacing
of observers. The Milwaukee cable
trailer is equipped with a wheel,
flexible shaft, and mechanical counter
arrangement for measuring from a land-
mark to a breakout, to a precision
considerably smaller than one foot.
Similar devices are available commer-
cially, for mounting on passenger ve-
hicles. As the wheel is neither power-
ed nor braked, degradation of accuracy
by slippage between wheel and road
surface is negligible.

In the techniques discussed below,
slippage can affect accuracy, but will
not be assessed here, as this factor
depends only on driving habits and on
condition of tires and road surface.
Indexing, or the ability to judge when
the vehicle is exactly opposite a sta-
tion marker or landmark, is neglected.

Two observers with an automobile are
equipped to do a graze layout. At the
first landmark, a chalk mark or piece
of tape is put on one tire, so that
the more athletic (or less agressive)
of the two observers can audibly count
whole revolutions as he trots along-
side the car. It is not even necessary
to calibrate the wheel, as long as a
final landmark, near or beyond the end
of the string of observing stations,
is counted.

The ordinary odometer in the instru-
ment panel of an automobile can be of
help in deciding where to put station
markers, but it is not accurate enough
to use as the basis for calculating
their positions. There are those who
feel that it can be accurate enough if
the stations are placed only at loca-
tions corresponding to certain rela-
tionships between the right-hand digit
of the odometer (the tenths register)
and the cut-out in which it-appears,
such as having the top of the figure
appear to be just in contact with the
top of the cut-out. My experience in
checking this technique against accu-
rate devices indicates that it is not
unusual for the error to be between 50
and 100 . feet.

Precision odometers, graduated in hun-
dredths of a mile (and I think, hun-
dredths of a kilometer) have been
available, from time to time, as
built-in options on some cars, and as
accessories for others. David Dunham
brought this to the attention of graze
expedition leaders in 1972. 1 had one
installed in the 1968 Pontiac Tempest
which 1 drove until recently. The pre-

cision odometer went about 70,000 or
80,000 miles before I had to replace
it. The replacement outlasted the Pon-
tiac, but I did not bother to remove
the odometer when selling the car, as
the type of attachment of the speedom-
eter cable to the instrument case is
different in the newer cars. The ac-
cessory screw-on branch cable connec-
tion is not compatible with the clamp-
on speedometer cable connections now
used. Currently, I don't know of any
source of accessory precision odome-
ters, with either screw-on or clamp-on
arrangement. Those who still have the
instruments find them quite useful.
With direct reading to a hundredth of
a mile, one can estimate to a thou-
sandth (about 5 feet). By taking 3 or
4 sets of readings on landmarks and
station markers, and averaging the re-
sults, one can be pretty sure that the
locations are known accurately enough.
For measurement purposes, the readings
should be considered to be in units of
unknown length, to be used to interpo-
late between landmarks, rather than
being accurate in terms of miles or
kilometers; for help in deciding where
to lay out station markers, the mile
or kilometer values are good enough.
Backlash in these devices can be con-
siderable, so one must not back the
car during a measuring run. Accuracy
is significantly degraded by resetting
to zero during a run.

More precise and accurate, although
less convenient for layout purposes,
is a mechanical counter attached to
the hubcap of the car. The first such
installation of which I am aware was
completed by John Phelps, about two
years ago. The rotating input shaft of
the counter is made to lie along an
extension of the axis of rotation of

a wheel of the car. The shaft of the
counter is usually off-center with re-

spect to the mass of the counter. With -

the counter supported by the shaft,
the wheel, hubcap, and shaft of the
counter rotate together, and gravity
keeps the counter itself in a roughly
constant orientation with respect to
vertical. The count goes up or down,
depending on the side of the car cho-
sen. My counter is probably typical,
in having a single-thread worm drive a
12-tooth worm gear. As the ten inte-
gers of the least significant column
are incised on a cylinder which is
solidly attached to the worm gear, it
takes 12 rotations of the car wheel to
make a difference of 10 in the count
registered. With my car, each unit
change represents about 8.6 feet, and
I can measure about 1.6 miles before
having to add another digit to the
left of the readout on my 3-digit
counter. Again, one can estimate to a
tenth of an integer, for precision of
better than a foot and accuracy cer-
tainly better than 2 feet. As above,
the readings should be used only for
interpolating between landmarks, but
with this device, a single set of
careful readings should be adequate.
Backing the car during a run is per-
missible, as backlash is insignificant
in relation to the accuracy tolerance.
Carefully resetting to zero during a
run degrades accuracy only insignifi-
cantly, if at all. It is inconvenient
to have to stop the car and step out-
side, in order to read the counter,

which detracts from its utility in
helping to pick positions for markers.
With this device, and with the next
one described, the shaft should remain
attached to the hubcap only when mak-
ing a run, to avoid excessive wear,
corrosion, and accidental mechanical
damage. This is an inconvenience, but
by the same token, it is much easier
to adapt the arrangement to a differ-
ent car than it would be to transfer
and reinstall a precision odometer.

Recently I have finished building and
making dry runs with an electronic de-
vice which I feel will be more useful
than any of the devices mentioned
above. It is a solid-state counter,
triggered photoelectrically. The car's
cigar lighter receptacle is used as
the 12-volt power source. The photoe-
lectric remote unit is mounted on a
hubcap, which is the base on which an-
axial shaft is mounted. A thin circu-
lar aluminum shield is mounted concen-
trically on the shaft. Bearings on the
shaft support a housing which contains
a commercially available interrupter-
type infrared emitter-receptor combin-
ation. Within the housing, the outer
portion of the circular shield rotates
between the poles of the photoelectric
device, and cuts off the light beam
except when it reaches such orienta-
tions as to interpose some drilled
holes between the poles. The counter
will register as many counts per rota-
tion as there are holes drilled in the
shield at the appropriate radial dis-
tance. The housing could be allowed to
maintain orientation by gravity, but
there is a good possibility that pen-
dulum action could produce some spuri-
ous counts when the car is braked to a
stop, so I prefer to maintain orienta-
tion by connecting the housing to a
fender, by means of some rubber bands
and a padded C-clamp. The greatest
source of inaccuracy of this device
seems to me to be the possibility of
adding two extra counts if the car is
allowed to roll backward slightly,
after coming to a stop; it will count
only upward, whether the car is moving
backward or forward. However, if one
deliberately backs, and carefully
notes the number of counts added while
backing, and subtracts twice that num-
ber, the final figure still will be

accurate. .
SCHMITT
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I chose to drill 5 equally spaced
holes in the shield, and to have a 4-
digit display on the counter. Then
each count represents about 17% inch-
es, and the car goes about 2.7 miles
before the counter recycles through
zero. As there can be no interpolation
between counts, the most 1ikely loca-
tion would be represented by the num-
ber displayed plus 4 count, with prob-
able error of % count, or about 4.3
inches. The probable error in a dis-



tance determined by subtracting one
readout from another will be a little
less than a third of a count, or about
£y inches. As with the mechanical
counter, the readings should be used
only for interpolating between land-
marks, but a single set of readings
should be adequate. No inaccuracy is
introduced by resetting to zero.

The cabinet in which the counting unit
is mounted had to be modified to make
it wedge-shaped, so that it can sit
conveniently on the dashboard, where
it is useful both in making the nec-
essary measurements and as an aid to
choosing observing station sites. The
display, with its 0.3-inch figures, is
very bright and easy to read under any
lighting conditions except when bright
sunlight falls directly on the numer-
als; a great improvement, in that re-
spect, over both the precision odome-
ter and the mechanical counter.

1 chose to put together a straightfor-
ward system including 3 integrated
circuits (decade counter, BCD decoder-
driver, and 7-segment GaAsP display)
for each of the 4 digits, plus a
Schmitt trigger to sharpen the input
pulses, rather than to use a strobe
system, which would have been more
complicated, but more economical of
energy use as well as in cost of com-
ponents. The bare-bones electronic
parts (IC's, sockets, resistors, ca-
pacitors, and photoelectric device)

cost about 540 at retail. Case, con-
nectors, reset switch, and miscellane-
ous hardware added about $15. Prices
mentioned include series 74 IC's,
whose performance is guaranteed only
from 0° to 70° C, as compared with
-55° to +125° C, if series 54 IC's
were used. As the counting unit is
kept inside the car, almost on top of
the defroster vent, it is not likely

103

to be affected by low temperatures,
and it is improbable that a cold hub-
cap-rounted unit will provide pulses
so far from specifications as to af-
fect the count. At a temperature of
over 70°C, proper operation of a
counter would be the least of my wor-
ries! 1 would be happy to furnish any
details desired, including a circuit
diagram, to anyone interested.

UPDATE TO 1975 NOVEMBER 18-19 ECLIPSE OCCULTATION TALLY

Raymond Finkleman

The observers listed below are acknow-
ledged to have made occultation obser-
vations during the eclipse of 1975 No-
vember 18-19. Since their observations

arrived too late for inclusion in the
earlier article (occultation Newslet-
ter, 1, 87), the tally should be up-
dated as follows:

Non Non

Rank Observer Total R's SAO0 BD
1.5 T. Z. Dworak, Fort Skala, Poland 5 2 0 0
14.4 M. Kurpinska, Fort Skala, Poland 4 1 0 0
14.6 J. VanderMeulen, Wognum, Netherlands 4 0 1 0
14.8 V. Kapkov, Kazan, USSR q 0 0 0
15.5 M. Winiarski, Fort Skala, Poland 3 1 1 1
20.5 R. Boschloo, Almen, Netherlands 3 0 0 0

22.5 J. M. Kreiner, Fort Skala, Poland 3 0 0 0
36.5 V. Borovskic, Kazan, USSR 2 0 0 0
38.4 A. Kulak, Fort Skala, Poland 2 0 0 0
38.6 A. Mesherikov, Rizan, USSR 2 0 0 0
38.8 J. Mietelaski, Fort Skala, Poland 2 0 0 0
41.5 M. Shpekin, Kazan, USSR 2 0 0 0
48.5 Anonymous, OM 1M 22517, 51° 13* 2147 1 0 1 0
49.5 1. Chuginov, Kazan, USSR 1 0 0 0
New totals for all 76 observers: 219 57 57 15

1975 TOTAL OCCULTATlON TALLY
Raymond Finkleman

The 1975 Total Occultation Tally is

the most comprehensive listing ever

published. It includes 494 observers
of 35 countries and a total of 8788

observations.

The data for the listing were consoli-
dated from many sources with the as-
sistance of several people. The major
source of observers was the tape list-
ing of observations received by Thomas
Van Flandern from H.M.N.A.0. in Novem-
ber. The tape required quite a lot of
reducing as stations were only identi-
fied by city and coordinates, and not
by name. Van Flandern was able to ma-
chine match the H.M.N.A.0. tape with
the U. S. Naval Observatory address
and observer listings for half of the
stations. Richard Nolthenius keypunch-
ed approximately 100 observers' cou-
pons onto cards. The coupon program
will be continued for the 1976 tally
(A coupon is included with this is-
sue.). In November, we received the
Czechoslovakian Bulletin listing their
total occultation observations and in
December the Russian Bulletin was for-
warded to David Dunham from Dr. A.
Osipov, Kiev, Ukraine, U.S.S.R. Mac-
Donald Observatory has a photoelectric
total occultation observation program.
The observations for 1975 were report-
ed to us in two parts, "Photoelectric
Measurements of Lunar Occultations
VI1: Further Observational Results" by
John Africano et al, Astronomical J.,
80, 689, and a pre-print supplied by
Frank Fekel of the University of Tex-
as. In Decenber, Van Flandern received
the Japanese observations on magnetic
tape. The only observer identification

able to be reduced from the tape was
the observer’s initial and first three
letters of the last name. We attempted
to determine the station and full name
of each observer from a 1974 publica-
tion. Since some observers were not
included in that article, there are a
few Japanese observers who are not
completely identified. Early in Janu-
ary we received the Polish observa-
tions listed in acta Astronomica ("Oc-
cultations of Stars and Planets by the
Moon Observed at the Cracow Astronomi-
cal Observatory in the Years 1974-
1975" by A. Michalec, Acta Astronomi-
ca, 26, 387). Incidentally, that pub-
lication is the first major astronomi-
cal journal to reference cccultation
Newsletter, for their 1975 November
eclipse occultation observations.

The ranking of the observers is by the
value of their observations. This was
determined by the formula V = D + cR,
where V = value, D = total number of
disappearances observed, R = total re-
appearances observed, and ¢ is a cor-
recting factor. The correcting factor
is the ratio of R/D for the complete
listing. For this tally, one reappear-
ance observation is the equivalent of
3.03 disappearance observations. If
two or more observers have identical
values, they are listed alphabetical-
ly. Observations identified by obser-
vatory only are listed after the named
observers, alphabetically by city. For
some observations we have only the co-
ordinates of the station and/or their
city, in which case they are listed
after the observatories.

There is some coding within the list
itself. If the name of the observer is
included in quotes there ic some doubt
as to the observer identification

(More than one observer at the site is
possible.). If only the observatory or
station name is given, there is prob-
ably more than one observer at that
station. After the location there may
be an asterisk indicating photoelec-
tric observations. If not all observa-
tions were photoelectric, the number
which were is after the asterisk. This
number is followed by a comma and
another number indicating reappear-
ances recorded photoelectrically, if
there were any. An unknown number

of photoelectric observations is in-
dicated by a quote mark after the as-
terisk. After the observer's name
are given the city, state, province,
republic, or country of his principal
observing site. In some cases, the
country is listed before the city. As
noted earlier, some observers could be
identified only by coordinates. Longi-
tude is listed first (+ = west) in
hours, minutes, and seconds of time,
then latitude (+ = north) in degrees,
minutes, and seconds of arc.

This is the first time that "Total
Non-SAQ Stars Observed" have been in-
cluded in the listing. It should be
noted that this column may be incom-
plete since non-SAQ stars are not in-
cluded on the tapes supplied by H.M.N.
A.0. and the Japanese.

It is our hope in the future to use
mainly the H.M.N.A.0. tape of observa-
tions for our tally. Therefore, ob-
servers are requested to get their
1976 observations to H.M.N.A.0. at
least by April or May to be included
on their tape listing. (Address: H.M.
Nautical Almanac Office, Royal Green-
wich Observatory, Herstmonceux Castle,
Hailsham, Sussex, BN27 1RP, England)
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The 1975 occultation count coupons
were indispensable for preparing this
tally. Observer identif!cation may be
fncluded in H.M.N.A.0.'s data for
1976, in which case, there will be
less need for the coupons; but we will
likely sti1l find them to be useful
for resolving discrepancies, non-SAQ
counts, etc. Also, possibly starting
with the 1976 tally, we may use the

RANK COUNTRY

USNO value code total for the ranking
rather than the simple increased
weighting of reappearances which has
been used. We plan to get the value
code total through reduction calcula-

tions at USNO using the individual ob-

servation data available on the tape
from H.M.N.A.0. So if you report all
of your 1976 observations to H.M.N.A.
0. soon, there is no need to report

VALUE TOTAL

1 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 116 OBSERVERS) 4747.81 2951
2 JAPAN 37 OBSERVERS 1583 69 1002 0
3 UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS( 61 OBSERVERS 1.95 623 50
4 ENGLAND 62 OBSERVERS 816 79 654 8
S DENMARK 9 OBSERVERS) 732.54 468 1
6 RHODESIA 6 OBSERVERS) 699.45 498 5
7 AUSTRALIA 11 OBSERVERS) 459.59 425 25
8 NEW ZEALAND 12 OBSERVERS) 396.16 270 1
9 SOUTH AFRICA 9 OBSERVERS) 391.78 288 8
10 ARGENTINA 2 OBSERVERS) 383.34 247 0
11 SPAIN 11 OBSERVERS) 290.71 191 8
12 GERMAN FEDERAL REPUBLIC 13 OBSERVERS) 283.47 198 1
13 BELGIUM 17 OBSERVERS) 182.87 132 1
14 CZECHOSLOVAKIA 33 OBSERVERS) 163.28 147 16
15 PHILIPPINES 1 OBSERVER 125.26 52 0
16 SWITZERLAND 4 OBSERVERS) 112.56 80 0
17 MEXICO 1 OBSERVER 104.12 39 0
18 ITALY 2 OBSERVERS 98.84 50 0
19 CANADA 8 OBSERVERS 90.35 70 0
20 POLAND 9 0BSERVERS 83.56 51 1
21 NETHERLANDS 10 OBSERVERS 75.10 69 3 1
22 GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 6 O0BSERVERS 67.31 49 9 0
23 YUGOSLAVIA 1 OBSERVER 51.31 33 9 0 0
24 FINLAND 4 OBSERVERS 39.21 27 6 0 0
25 NORWAY 8 OBSERVERS 38.10 32 3 2 0
26 FLJI 1 OBSERVER 32.21 20 6 0 0
27 ISRAEL 4 OBSERVERS 27.07 23 2 1 0
28 PORTUGAL 1 OBSERVER 21.07 17 2 12 1
29 AUSTRIA 2 0BSERVERS 0.14 12 4 1 0
30 IRA 1 0BSERVER 16.07 12 2 2 0
31 SRI LARKA 1 OBSERVER 14.10 8 3 0 0
32 SCOTLAND 4 OBSERVERS 11.00 N 0o 10 0
33 BRAZIL 3 OBSERVERS 10.07 6 2 1 0
34 REPUBLIC OF CHINA 1 OBSERVER 5.00 0 0 1 0
35 ANONYNOUS (COUNTRY UNKNOWN) 23 OBSERVERS 34.10 28 3 7 [
R/D = 3.03 8788 251
NON
RANK UBSEXVER VALUE TOTAL SAQ
1 N.P. WIETK-KNLDSE  TISVILUELEJE, DENMARK 501.08 263 1
2 RICFAKD NOLTREMIUS  TUCSCN, AZ. 489,19 245 15
3 ROBERT MAYES JRk. CHICAGO, ILL. 446,70 231 18
& V. TAKEMURA KURASIKI, JAPAN 85.07 206 ‘0
5 WILLIAM k. FISHE COLFAX, CA. 371.56 164 [
6 SIR.HYDROGRAPHIC OBS.SIRAHAMA, JAPAN® 364,93 194 [
7 JOWN KORINTUS PALM BAY, FLA. 334483 17C c
e A, MORRISBY CAUSFWAY, RMCDESIA 318.5¢ 168 0
9 JUWN AFRICANU MCUONALD OB SERVATCRY, TX* 259.00 25§ 23
10 8. SINCHESKLL POLTAVA, LKRAINE, USSRe1l 255.15 18e 44
11 WALTER MCKGAN LAS VEGAS, NV 246.16 12C 1
12 A. J. CAFPONOVO MONTE GRAMDF, ARGENTINA 229.54 140 0
13 ROREKT SANCY KANSAS CTTv, MO. 199.43 11¢ 1
16 J. V. VINCENT SALISBURY, RHCUESIA 190.42 166 [
15 Y. SUMEYA STRAHAMA, JaPAN 188.26 115 o
16 SIM.HYDROGHAPHIC CBS.SIPOSATI, JAPANS 178.91 126 0
17 *G. M. TANNINE® CORDGRA, ARGENTINA 153.80 107 c
18 k.F. COCHRAN BROWNWOOD » TEXAS 143.70 103 c
19 K.F. CABCLL ST. CHARLES, ILL. 139.40  S& 1
, 20 ROMALC CROSS CHAISTCHURCH, NEh ZEALAND 135.19 o€ 1
.21 ROBERT LASCH GREEN VALLEY, AZ. 134,70 94 [}
22 KUR.HYDROGRAPHIGC OBS.KURASIKLs JAPAN® 129.70 89 °
23 00 04 20 52 37 34 LEICESTER, ENGLAND 126.66 88 °
24 ERNESTU V. CALPOD MANELA. PHILIPPINES 125.26 52 [}
25 JAN MERS RANDSBURG, SCUTH AFRICA 116.42 92 3
26 N. WATANASE SIMDSATO, JAPAN 111.08 48 [}
2T M. D. OVERBEEK EDENVALE, TVL, S. AFRICA®® 104.56 72 [
28 o MALLEN PEXICO, Dofos MEXICO 106,12 39 Q
29 *J. GUY MORGAN® CAMBRIDGE » ENGLAND 103.31 85 0
30 SIMON MCMILLAN HOLLAND PARK, AUSTRALIA 102.10 96 24
31 *REINWOLD SCHNEIDER® STUTIGART, W. GERMANY 101.52 71 [}
32 ~-00 49 40 +55 50 19 COPENHAGEN, DENPARK 101.35 81 [}
33 A. ZHITETSKI KIEV, UKRAINE, USSR 99.94 45 [}
34 LIONEL E. MUSSEY CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND 95.91 43 °
35 NATHANIEL WHITE FLAGSTAFF, AZ.® 95.00 95 °
36 A. NILTON BORROWDALE, RHODESIA 93.28 77 4
37 FERDINANDO KOSSET UDINE, ITALY 91.80 45 [}
38 K. C. BLACKMWELL SESTHAM, ENGLAND 9.38 67 3
39 CLIFFORD J. BADER WEST CHESTER, PA. 87.77 43 °
40  DAVID MERALD CANBERRA s AUSTRALIA 87.14 79 1
41 WARK GINGRICH OAKLAND, CA. 83.70 43 [
42 RICHARD BINZEL WASHINGTON COLRT MOUSE, OMIO 79.99 45 1
43 A, OSiPOV KIEV, UKRAINE, USSR T7.56 45 [}
44 NAROLD MARX KORNTAL=MUNCHINGEN W, GERPANY 73.42 49 [}
45  JAMES VAN NULAND SAN JOSE, Ca. 70.164 62 1
46 0. KVARATCHILIA ABASTUMAN, GEORGIA, USSR 68.35 48 °
4T oAvID numun REUFURDy TEXAS 67.59 33 15
48 S. DOZYU SImOSATO, JAPAN 67.45 &1 [}
9 L. szuve HUR TADO SAN FERNANDC, SPAIN 6338 41 [3
50 L. MURTADO SAN FERNANDO, SPAIN 63.33 a1 [
Sl J. RUSSELL SMITH WACU, TEXAS 62.00 62 o
S2  JOSEPH ICOA VIRGIL, TLL. 61.52 31 [
$3 ROGER GILLER ENGADINE, ALSTRALIA 61.07 57 [}
S P. DAKNELL RODOVRE, DENMARK $8.03 5o 0
55 W. MALCULM BROWNE DURANGO. CULCRALC 57.42 33 [
S6 -01 13 54 =33 57 09 CAPE TOWN, SCLTH AFRICA 56.49 28 [
ST JAMES FOX COTTAGE GROVE, PN 56.38 34 n
S8 N. P, SCULLY BULAWAYO, RHMMDESIA S6.10 50 [
$9 W. M. ROBERTSON SYDNEYe N.S.h., AUSTL. $3.07 49 °
60 L. QUISAND SAN FEKNANOC, SPAIN Sl.42 27 1
61 BELGRADE UBSERVATCRY BELGRADE, YUGCSLAVIA S1.31 33 [}
62 BRUCE BLUNDELL MANMASET, NY. 50.42  2¢ °
63 KLAUS KLEBERT FELLBACH=-SCHPIDEN, W. GERPANY  50.21 3e 1
64 PAUL J. NEWMAN PLEASANT VALLEY, TEXAS 49.31 31 ¢
65 ~11 21 58 =45 54 47 DUNEDIN, NEw ZEALAND 49,03 47 °
66 JEAN BOUHGEUIS MONTIGNIES-LE=T, BELGILM 48,49 20 0
67 FRANZ ZEFNDER - BIRPEMSTORF, SwITZERLAND 48.24 34 ¢
68  JAMES BROOKS CHATHAM, VIRGINIA 47.42 23 6
69 ALFRED WEBBEK CHADDS FOKD, PA, 47.07 43 1
70 COUGLAS MALL LEICESTERy ENGLAND 46.17 3¢ 0
Tl K.E. PONAMARA MONTREAL, CANADA a5.14 37 ¢
T2 RONALE €. RUYER WRIGHTHOOD, CA. 38 22 ¢
73 RORERT GEIMANN WALD, SWITZFRLAND 44,21 32 °
76 MICKEY SCMmICT IRA, TEXAS 43,07 39 °
75 €HAS. A. KAPRAL PARLIN, NF& JERSEY 42,24 26 [
76  ROBERT BAILEY HOUSTUN, TEXAS 42,10 3o 3
77 M. WIMAIwA KURASIKI, JAPAN 41,38 21 [3
78 LAVIL BVAuS MCUONALD (HSENVATCRY, Txe 41.07 » 1c

your USNO value code total, found by
adding the value code in the USNO pre-
dictions for each of the events you
observe, on the enclosed coupon.

Many thanks to Richard Nolthenius,
Thomas Van Flandern and David Dunham
for their assistance to me in the com-
pilation of this comprehensive occul-
tation tally.

NON  NON

CBSERVER VALUE TCTAL R°S 2C SAC
M. FECYNIN TO~SK, SIBRERIA, LSSR 41.07 37 2 13}
BYRUY we SUULSEY RESTGN, ALC.T., AUSTRL. 41.07 37 2 28
MIKE KAZMIERCZIAK ATLAGTIC BEACH, FL 40.3¢ is 11 1
FAROLD CARNEY JACKSONVILLE . FLA, 37.74 23 T 12
€. GlosOn UMTALI, RHCUESIA 37.0) 35 1 27
=01 %2 23 -2¢ 07 08 JOMANNESBURG, SCUTH AFRICA 37.0% 35 1 21
Mo THOMAS OLMECT vy NEW ZEALAND 37.00 37 0 29
A. SALAZAR SAN FERNANDC. SPAIN 35.31 17 9 4
A. VALQUEZ SAN FEXNANDD, SPAIN 34,21 22 [ L]
L. SYGla ABASTUMAN, GEMAGIA, USSR 32.31 14 9 12
ANONYMOLS Stva, FIJ1 32.21 2 o c
ANITA MCCONNELL RICGECREST, CaA. 31.24 1 7 5
CHARLES ®, JENKINS VEREENISINGs S. AFRICA 3.1 2> 3 2¢
MADRIC UBSERVATORY MACRID, SPAIN 31.00 31 o S
*DONN MUKENSNARLE® LA GRANGF PARK, ILL. 30.264  1e T
G. W. AMERY REACINGy BERKS., ENGLAND .16 22 . ?
WILLY VEWHAEGEV WETTERSON, BELGUI» 30.14 2é - °
Ko Go SEARS KEYPCRT, Atw JERSEY 30.03 Ll 1 14
HARURL ABE DSHAMANBE 3 HCK, JAPAN 29.17 183 S &
=09 56 24 =35 20 13 CANBFRIA, ALSTRALIA 29,02 29 o 26
He TOMIOKA HITATL, IHARAGL, JAPAN 26,10 22 3 S
BART BENJAMIN PEORTAy ILL. 2r.21 15 [ 1
LUCIANO PAZZY NIGEL, SOULTH AFRICA 27.10 21 3 13
MERV JCNES MARYBOROUGH, AUSTRALIA 27.00 27 0 19
HAROLC POVENMIRE SATELLITE BEACH, FLA. 27 [] 13
BERTON SVEVENS CHICAGU, ILL. 1c L] 9
BRAULEY TIMcRSUN NEWARK, NaV. 19 4« 10
=11 21 58 -4% 52 26 OUNFDIN. NER ZEALAND 2¢ [} 14
SJAMES MCMAHUN® RIPGECREST, CaA 1 14 2
M. KURPINSKA FORT SXALA, PCLAND 13 [ .
ROBERT CLYCE STREETBURU, CHIO 134 - .
#COONALD TOWNSVILLE, ALSTRALIA 22 1 1
WAYNE CLARK ST. LOUIS, MC. 7 o 19
DAVIO PETYINTTY CARLISLEs CUMRRIA, ENG. 25.00 25 ] 19
CLAY SHERRGUL Ne. LITTLE ROCK, ARK. 2590 2> o 18
A. KANTQOROV TOMSK, SIBERIA, USSR 24421 12 [ ¢
Pe VOZAR BANSKA BYSTRICA, CZECH. 24.00 24 [\ 13
J. PUGODLA OLUMCUC, CZECHUSLCVAKIA 23.03 2L 1 17
ANDNYMOUS RONNE» BNRNECLM, DENMARK 23,03 21 1 3
STEVE J. ZVARA WHITTIER, CA. 23.00 21 Q 1"
400 00 16 +51 20 33 CRUYCON, ENGLANC 22.07 ie 2 (3
T. YAT, JAPAN 21.14 12 4 12
CLYDE A. WEID SELKIRK, PANITUGA, CANADA 21.10 s 3 1
=01 39 50 ¢6C 0S 20 HELSINKI, FIALAND 21.10 1 9] 3 [
Je. OSORIG VILA NUVA DE GAIA, PORTUGAL 21.07 134 2 12
VIC MATCHeTT INCCUROOPILLY, AUSTRALIA 21.00 21 0 . 1s
Pe Be WlTHEKS RFACINGs BEWKS., ENG. 21.00 21 < 17

JOHN COTTON DALLAS, TX 20.14 12 “ 10 1
Mo WINIARSK] FORT SKALA, pounn'z 1 20.18 12 Y )
ANONYMOL S DEKRBY, ENGL 20.16 12 “ 3
E. G. MOCRE PALMERS G""%- Lﬂl\L(‘N. ENS. 20,00 2C (] 14
*Ce MURSL® MAIDENHEAD, ENGLAND 20.00 2C ] L]
Te 2. LWURAK FORT SkALA, POLAND l‘i.lb 1 - S
CARL SILOER GPUNDEN, AUSTRIA 1 - o
Fo PAVLAS HOLESOV, CZECHOSLOVAXTA 13 3 3
GeblUno ALCKL.CB3SRVTY.AUCKLAND, Nbw ZEALANDS®] 19.00 19 ] [
THOMAS 0. WHELAN NEw PLYMCULIM, N. ZEALAND 14.013 1e 1 11
MARY KING FE¥GLSUY CUVE, N.S. 17.17 7 5 [
G. APPLEBY HERSTMONCFUX s FAGLAND 17.14 9 “ 3
A. CHIESPROV KIEV, UKRAINE, USSR 17.14 9 0 4
Ko KENMOTUL SIFUSATO, JADPAN 17.14 9 4 7
ROBERT WALKEN SAYRES CKLAHUNA 17.07 43 2 3
MENACHEN ALGN YAVNE s ISRAFL 17,03 15 1 ]
Re we MILCLE TON HRIGHMTL*GSEA, £S, ENL. 17.03 15 1 T
MICHAEL wILSUN MILWAUREF ¢ »ISCONSIN 17.03 15 1 [ ]
e CHLGINOY KAZAN, TATAM, USSw® 17.00 1 24 v [}
Da SCrmICT HVIZEN NoMes THE NETHERLANDS 17.00 134 [ S
Ve MASIR RIEVe UKRAINE, USSR 16.17 [ s L]
ELISABETF AMNERT SONNERERG=THLU, s E. GERNANY 16.10 1c 3 1
Mo SHPEK N KAZAN, TATAZ, USSR 16.10 1< 3 2
MICHAEL ABLUL-AMAC  hASRAM. TRAQ 16.07 12 2 2
- N. BRYNILDSEN HORTEN, NCRWAY 16,00 i1z 2 1
Re RUTTEN EINUMIVER, NE THERLANDS 16,0 12 2 L]
N. Tal. JAPAN 1s.07 12 2 1
GARY FERLAND PCOONALD CASERVATCRY, Tae 16.00 16 ] 113
*07 46 14 34 05 IR WHITIIER, CA 16.00 16 ] 12
Ve TCHACKENKT) KHERSLNy LKRAINE, USSR 15.14 7 . [
S. BELYEV ODESSA, UKRAINE, USSR 15.10 ° 3 [}
*CO 01 11 51 04 23 CRAMWLEY, ENGLAND 1%.10 ° 3 [
400 00 43 o51 05 56 CHARLEY, ENGLAND 1%.10 9 3 o
ANUNYMOLS vikge, DENMARK 1%.03 11 1 3
REX 1. Dt SILvA COLCMB80, SRI LANKA r 14,10 L] 3 [}
A. HOUSKA TUANNY, CZECHISLOCVAKIA 14.10 [ 3 0.
€. REUSSEW FNNETBADEN, SwlT2ERLAND 14,10 L 3 [
Yo SImMlZL SIMCSATU, JAPAN 14.10 ] 3 1
KRUGER, SANDIG POTSDAM, GERFAN DEM, REP, 16,07 1C 2 [
=01 40 13 *6C 1C 23 MHELSINKI, FIALANC 14.07 ic 2 o
HERMAN WILLAERT GISTELy RELGILM 14.0% 12 1 ]
Me Jo HEMLKIE COLCHESTE®R, ESSEXN, ENG. 14,00 1s [ [
Ko Go STEINERT DRESDEN, GER. VEP, REP. 14.00 is [ 12
ANONYMDUS ROLPING, LCENPARK 14.00 16 o (]
LESLIE V. MURRLSUN MER STRUNCFLX ¢ MAILSMAM, ENC. 13.10 13 3 7
WM. Go CLEAVER PADTISON, CT. 13.03 11 1 3
HERBERT A. LUFT OAKLAND GARPERS, AY 13.03 11 1 3
ANCNYMOUSS TOTNES=DF VON, ENGLAND 13.00 1" o 1
TOM CAMRELL TemPLE TERWACE, FLA. 12.1% « “ 2
=00 17 3C #5C 1S 3 "BFLGIU™, WA 12.1s . . .
Co WULTEW FELLRACH=SCHMIUFA, W. GERPANY 12.10 [ 3 (]
Se KANEXRD SARLRA, TI#A, JAPaN 12.07 L] 2 H
EUWARL HALBACKH MIUWALREE, Wl 12.0) 1c 13 L]
M. HAVK IN® EIPINGHA», FNGLAND 12.93 1% 1 ]
Ko Jo PALLETT LOALGN, ENGLAND 12.03 114 1 .
RONALD PARMENTIER GREEN BAY RISCONSIN 12.0%  1C T 10
WALT BURES NPAKA, NFFRASYA 12,00 12 0 3
Se KULFAY 2Ean %o WUPACS, C2FCH. 12.00 12 ] S
Vo BAZHCROVSND POLTAVA, LR28INC, USSK 12.7 12 o L]
FEINZ PACraLl NELECELLYN, reQLIN, GERPAAY 12.0) 1z [ 2
=10 03 Se =33 SI 12 AULSTAALIA, SYIALY .13 s 3 [}
PAUL AmRKE<T SONNEBERT =L,y Fo GEwwaNy 1.27 I3 2 1
Se PATTSON Se C=UYLNN, ELLAND 11.77 ? 2 1
Ce s Go TURK PI*FLAWLS, CATE, S. Ab<ICA 1197 ’ 2 2
RUGER LLTY VASCINELLE s ARLGILY 11.0% > 1 .
e BLSCHLLE LAYFN, W TnFoLancs 1.9 1 o s
Ve RAVROV RAZAN, TATLY, USSR 1.9 11 [ Y
Fo va\ LLD J2i0ivy PRLAGILY 11.79 123 o 1
*05 Ju 5¢ #3c 47 F LeSeles SPUMINGRISLE wA, 11400 1 1] G
Eo KAIKOSCHP A STUTT 24T, Fararny ¢ 2 3
ABLTEY NESSE ol ARLI*GTEN, TE€aS . 2 s
VICT.« SiariNsxl ARLTLGREN, vA, . 2 Py
Y CAvLT. a8 BCe J1ReNSe Neve » 1 2
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ALVIN FLEMHER
GEUFFREY RIRBY
WILLIAM V. YOUNG
EOWIN BLLIUTY

V. GULOBEV

Je Mo READING
WILLIAM S, SKEEN
JOZet VAN CAMP

L. BRUNDLE

U. ONISHENKU
MICHAEL Jo MURRUW
Fe Jo OLIVER

Ko VANEK

Ve vAaSILIEV
ANUNYMUUS

Ve FENCHAK

ROBT. A. MCCUTCHECN
WALTER Lo NISSEN
NRAJCIR

ROGER LAUREYS

2. Sul.

-0C %0 31 #51 27 5
V. BUROVSMIC

P. RAZUCKA

LARRY MILLS
ANUNYMOLS

A, POROSUV
FANS-JCACHIM BODE
P. CRUSDOV

A. EFIMOV

A, MESHERIKUV

F. ONO

ROBERT PIKE

=00 31 34 #45 07 S8
-00 19 18 +52 14 29
GEORGE MAYSLER

V. RIRPATUVSKI

Se KOVAGLN

Yo MUY

r. ONO.

BEV.-BEGG. OBSRVICRY

ANONYMOUYS

€. BUGDANDV

JERRY StARCY

M. ZHUCANT

JOAN CUNHAN

V. MAREVIC

Se MUTINCLE

CHET PATION

GERRY SAMULYK

C. St

*0G G2 53 #51 24 5C
-02 18 18 *31 «C 7
-00 02 24 *51 20 56
#. BONINSEGNA

JOHN CHURCH

GEURGE FGuTIER

JeZ IR

NJK L MOKINNOY

JEAN MECUS

. RAZNIN

JOZeF REVNDERS
MIRE REYNOLUS

M. SAS.

Ko SMLTYEVA

XAVEW wiLL

=11 21 54 =45 54 &C
=0G €2 O7 ¢51 14 56
Re BRYAST

JEFF GREEN

A. JONES

Te OTU.

S. RAYNER

04 55 24 *45 3C 4
V. DIHAPEASHVILI

V. HAUT

VAVID WULGH

K. L. LIV

ORNULF MIDVSKOGEN
Se NOGUTH

Co F. PERKALL

Jo PABLOS QUIRCS

C. STRAChAN

To Go WAHWICK

-C0 49 56 #55 44 28
#CJ 12 43 #55 57 23
=00 Gl 22 +51 13 22
=0C 17 27 51 1C S50
-01 12 7 =32 05 S6
#00 02 50 +51 31 44
-CO 24 29 +62 12 25
Jo BARATA ARAUJO
TEKRY BOONE

EUKST*F

Jo OLIVER

P. PAVLENKO

JUKGE POLMAN

GARY RINGLER

SAV SaCk

JAN-ERIK SOLFEIM
EBERHARD SPLITTGERBER
Ta VINCENT

THOMAS L. WEBBER
400 07 30 ¢50 44 30
=00 32 24 52 2%
=CO 40 11 +52 36 29
=00 40 13 52 37 3
*05% U0 46 40 09 52
1. EDANCHUK

Lo GALICH

PARR MERPSTHITY

JUE MURVAIH
RMHARALZE

Fo KRAVSUV

Jo M, KREINEKR

Ke UGASL

Re OTH,

C. scotr

RARL SIMMONS

®e SLATTER

KICHARD SWEETSIR

Jo Co VANDER MELLEN
€. YALOXOV

LARRY YUK SH

00 12 31 5% 5722
=00 L7 29 o5C 59 W
00 11 7 % O S
*00 OU I o351 5 &C
QU0 00 59 en] Yo &
=00 17 5/ o5 oe
R, vLREINL

T LS ran

LUN HAMMAAGKEN

Yo MAREVIL

Ne LUty

Vo LT

8. MICPALEL

[RLAT meLPURE

UBSERVER

BALTIMORE, MD.o

WEYMOUTH, ENGLAND
ARLINGTUN, VA.

KANSAS CiTY, MO.
GORNCTAUZHNL, SIBERIA, LSSKH
RUSHDEN. NRTMANTS, ENG.
BRENTWOUD s CAL

HOVE, SELGIUM

HAYWARUS HEATH, ENGLAND
DONETSK, UKRAINF, USSR
EWA REACH, HARALL
GUILGFORD, SURREY, ENG.
OLOMULC, CZECHOSLOVAK]A
LENINGRAD, RUSSIA
LELLEN, NETHERLANCS
UZHGCROD, UKRAINE, USSR
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA.
ARLINGTON, VA.

HLUHUVEC, CZECHOSLCVAKIA
DIEPENHEEK, BELGUIM
JAPAN

EILENBURG, GEKRMAN DEM. REP.
KAZAN, T Ry USSR
HLOHOVEC» CZECHCSLOVAKIA
KANSAS C1TY, MO.

HOX SENS, JUTLAND, DENMARK
TOMSK, SIBERIA, USSR
HANNCVERs w. GERFANY
YENISEYSK, SIBERIA, LSSR
ULYANOVSK, RLUSSIA
RYAZAN, RUSSIA

SIKAHAMA, JAPAN
MISSISSAUGA, CANADA
ITALY, RIVALBA, NR. TURIN
NETHERLANDS, UITHCCRN
AUSTIN, Tx

KMARKOV, UKRAINE, USSR
GNRK1, RUSSIA

JAPAN

JAPAN

DUNECEN, NEw ZEALAND®L
RINGSTED, ODENMARK
RYAZAN, RUSSIA

LAS VEGAS, NV

UZHGORUD,s UKRAINE, USSR
REUFURD,y TEXAS
YENISEYSK, SIHEMIA, USSR
SIMOSATO, JAPAN
BUCHANAN, MICHIGAN
MILWAUKEE, Wl.

FORY SKALA, PCLAND
ASCOT, ENGLAND

ISRAEL, ASHKELON
MAIDSTUNE s ENGLAND
MARCINELLE, BELGIUM
PRINCETON JCTY.y NoJo
BALE D*URFE, CANADA
MLUHCVEC s CZECHCSLCVAKIA
PANAFA CITY, FLA.
ERPS-XKWERPS, BELGUIM
LLYANUOVSK, QLSSIA
HASSELT, MELGIUM
JACKSONVILLE, FL

JAPAN

KMAIKOV, LKRAINE, USSR
CBERERRENDINGEN, SWITZ,
DUNERIN, NEw ZEALAND
MAIDSTUNE s ENGLAND
RAKERSFIELL, CA

REDFCRD, TEXAS
GILLINGMAK, ENGLAND

JAPAN
MEYMULTH, ENGLAND
CANADA, INTREAL

ABASTUMAN, GECRGIA, USSR
CHefy, CZECHCSLOVAKLA

SO. PLAINFIELD, N.J.
TAIPEI, REPUBLIC OF CHINA
NORMAY, TRANBY

KAWARA, HUKUCKA, JAPAN
WEST PALM BEACH, FLA.
PADRID, SPAIN

PALMERS GRN.» LONDCN, ENG.
LONDON, FNGLAND

ULENWAIK, CCPENHAGEN
SCOTLAND, EUINBURGH
EMGLAND, MACLCW, KENT
BELGIUM, WOPCKEN

Se AFRICA, LANGEBAAN
ENGLAND, MAICENMEAD
NORWAY, ORSTA

RECIFE, RrAZIL

SAN ANTONIC, TX
PILWAUKEE s wISCONSIN
BRONSO4, FL®

KHARKOV, UKRAINE, USSR
RECIFE, PFRN., BRAZIL
CLEVELAND, CH

MHIGHLAND PARK, NJ
TRGMSUE s NCRRAY
SONNEBERG=THLR. s Fo GERMANY
SAL ISBURY, RHCOESIA
AUSTIN, TX

ENGLAND s BCUKNENMOUTH
HANNOVER, GERFMAN FED. REP.
HAMAGVER, GERMAN FED. REP.
HANNGVERy GERMAN FED. REP.
UsSel.y PHILADELPHIA, PA.
CHERNIGOV, UKPAINE, USSR
LVUV, UXRALINF, USSR

ST. PARY®*S, Pa,

LYLICRe INDIANA
ABASTUMAN, GECHGIA, USSR
LESNIKE, UKRAINE, USSR
FURT SKALA, PLLAND

JAPAN

JAVAN

PANAMA CITY, FL
JACKSONVILLE oFLA,
SANSTEAD. LONDON, ENG.
JACKSONVILLE, FL

RAGNLM, NETHERLAADS
GORKl, RUSSEA

CVLRLAND PAZN, KANSAS
SCHTLAND . FI'EAMLRGH
BELCIUN, »LvsrER

ENGLAND, LANCASTEN
ENGLAND, LONCIN A,
ENGLAND s LONECN LAIV,. CnS.
RELGILM, wmAAQLLYS

SUACLUR, AM

L2rGURUT, LERAINF, USSR
LAN VESAS, AV

YENISEYSK, SIPEATA, LSS
Mlrv, LK2AINE, LSS

RIPY, LRIAINF, USS®

FURT Saaga, PLLARD
CLAREND™S HFLLS. TUL.

VALUE TOTAL

10.03
10.03
10.03
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
9.07
9.07
9.00
9.00
9.00
9.00
9.00
8.07
8.07
8.07
8.03
8.03
8.03
8.03
8.09
8.00
8.00
8.00
7.07
7.03
7.03
7.03
7.03
7.03
7.03

7.00

6.03
6.03

6.00
6.00
6.00
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ern

JOHN PEANNENSTILL
MARGARET STEWART

V. URIK

~01 34 59 <6C 19 37
€04 55 &3 65 42 34
¥. BETLEM

CAVID M. BRIERLEY
1. BRUADBANK

k. BRUBACK

P. CRABEK

P. ELLIS

L. WEILIG

T. MiIS.

ROBERT JAMES

S. KRAVCHUK

RICHARD LASHER

A. LOSUK

BOHUMIL MALECEX

G. MARSHALL

Jo MIETELSKI

A. wOVCHAN

A, NUVAK

OCENAS

M. PUSHNENKU

Jo RIPERO

Ne. SMIRNOVA

GORDUN TAYLCUR

Po VINGEWHWCETS

M. VAT,

-00 19 37 +52 20 33
+00 04 40 +51 27 53
-00 &1 37 #59 43 S3
400 07 46 +5C 44 44
=00 12 60 +51 12 45
400 00 15 +51 19 6
=02 19 15 #32 04 12
=00 37 46 #52 25 35
=00 21 13 +52 11 2
+00 06 & +53 4C 34
J.A.B. ARACIJU

A. AVKOMCHUK

Ro BLISSETT
BNGDANOV

BUSS

capa

AZCONA CRESPO
14

RASTOVSKY

KULAK

E MORGAN

PITHER

REIC

SILHAN

SMUDL A

SUBIN

STEBBAGE

DON STOCKBAUER

A, To

0. TUK.

Y. TOM,

A, UTD.

€. VOVCHIK

B. C. WATTS

«Jo WIDLOP

-00 19 12 +52 21 9
400 07 25 #5C 43 44
+00 00 43 *51 06 21
=10 07 & -32 53 54
R. We ARLOUR

JOHN BAUMERT

Lo BERDNIKOV

JOHN BIRETTA

J. BOCEK .

Je RODRIGUEZ BRAVD
CAVID R. BRURWN
CHROMEK

1. CUMEN

C. CONRAD

F. DUJKA

DOUGLAS DUNHAM

T. ElJ.

U. FRIDELV

CJACK FRILLMAN®
WAYNE GREEN

RONALD HUERNER

A, HUZ.

B. INNERNY

*de Ju JASCHEK®

R. KALLEBERG

Mo KAW.

P KASYRIM

Mo KNITSCH

M. KOPACEK

K. KUB.

A. KUDLOY

M. LANDA

A, MAMAKUY

M. PASCUAL MARTINEZ
J. MASON

Mo MATYSEK

U. MICHILOV

M. MULLER

Be NEMCEM

€« NIR.

Ko ONO.

C. OST

E. OTTO

A, POKLAUOV

PETER REYVULLS

#+ ROSCCE

K. RUCNICK]

P. SARUCH

Mo SELLACEX

V. SINCHESKUL

2. SKODA

Po SPURNY

Jdeo TEPLY

Co VAUGHN

vOoJTa

Je waL¥SLeY
“ILLIAM weSTHRUGKE
JEMAY BlANT

ROBERT J wGOD
NORMAN wR IGHT

=11 38 55 -3¢ 55 47
*00 J7 3 52 2@ S°
*0C A7 39 +5C 46 &3
+00 00 59 51 CS 26
206 12 50 55 55 55
420 12 59 3% 5% 57
=Gl 39 27 +¢D 0S5 54
*06 33 18 044 24
=00 41 45 563 25 3%
=00 17 26 5C <2 12
=11 37 1¢ =35

2

OBSERVER

PILWAUKEE, wl.

GOLD RUN, CaA

UZMGORDD, UKRAINE, USSR
FINLANO, MELSINKI
CANAUA, MONTREAL
NETHERLANDS, ELSLCC
MALVERN, ENGLAND
BEYPOLTH, ENGLANG
LILLESTROY», NCRwnAY
GOTTWALDCV, CZECH.
MERSTMONCEUX s ENGLAND
JACKSONVILLEs FL

JaPAN

MILWAUKEE, al.

KIEV, UKRAINF, USSR
LAKE PARK, FLA,
VORCNEZH, QLSSIA
VALASSKE VEZIRICI, CZECH.®1
JORANNESBURG, S. AFRICA
FORT SKALA, PCLANU
KIEVe UKRAINE, USSR
TEPLICE, CZECHUSLCVAK]A
BANSKA BYSTRICA, CZECH.
KHARARUVSK, SIBERIA, USSR
PADRID, -SPAIN

KAZAN, TATAR, USSR
CORBEECH: ENGLAND
ANTWERPEN, hELGILM
Japan

NETHERLANDS, AMSTERDAM
ENGLAND, ASHAMPSTEAD
NO®wAY, ASKEW

ENGLAND, BOULRNEMCUTH
BRUGGE, BELGILM
CRUYUGN, ENGLAND
ISRAEL, GIVATAYIWV
HANNOVER, GERFAN FED. REP.
NE THERLANCS, SCESTODIJK
ENGLAND, WAKEFTELD
RECIFEs RRAZIL

RIEV, UKRAINE. USSR
LONDCN, ENGLAND
SAZATOV, RUSSIA
ARUNCELy ENGLAND

- SLANY, CZECHOSLOVAKIA
SPAIN

MATRID,

JAPAN

VALASSKE MEZIRICI, CZECH.
FOXT SKALA, PCLANC

LAS VEGAS. AV

BEYMULTHe ENGLANC
ARUNDELe ENGLAND

CESKE SUDEJCVICE, CZECH.
GOTTwALDOV, CZECH.
DONEYSK, UKKHAINL, USSR
MATDSTONE « EAGLAND
VICTUREA, TEXAS

RYAZAN, RLSSIA

JAPAN

JAPAN

JAPAN

LVAV, ULKRAINE, LSSR
CLEETHORPS, LINCS, FNG.
MCNTREAL,y CANADA
NETHERLANDS s AMSTERDAM
ENGLANDs ROLHNEMCLTH
ENGLAND, CRAWLEY
AUSTRALIA, NEWCASTLE N.S.W.
BISHOPSTOKE, ENGLAND
CHAPEL WILL, NO. CAR,
SARATOV, RUSSIA

GREEN HILLS, CHIC
JINDRICHUV HRADEC, CZECH.
MADRID, SPAIN

FAYETTes PISSCUR]
BANSKA BYSTRICA, CZECH.
K. YAVNE, ISRAEL
JACKSOUVILLE, FL
GOTTwALOOV, CZECH.

LOS ALAMITOS, CALIF.
JAPAN

LVUV, UKRAINE, LSSR
DAYTUN, OWIC

ATLANTA, GA

MILWAUKEE, Wi,

JaPAN

REYMOUTH, ENGLANG
VIENNA, ALSTRIA

TROMSOy NORWAY

JAPAN

CHERKASST, UKRAINE, USSR
HANNOVER, We GERMANY
CESKE BUDFJCVICE, CLECH.
JAPAN

KISV, UKRAIRKE, USSR
SLANY, CZeCHCSLCVAKIA
KAZAN, TATAR, LSSR
MADRID, SPAIN

ARUNDEL, ENGLAND
GUTThALDNV, CZECH.
SARATUV, RUSSIA
EILENBURG, CZFCH.

114w N, HRONCM, CZECH. N

JAPAN

JAPAY

HANNCVERs Wo GERMANY
EILEVSURG, ClelH,
DONETSA, LKRAINE, USSR
JACKSGIVILLE, FL
JACKSONVILLE, FL

FURT SKALA, PCLAND
SLANY, CZECHCSLCVAKIA
UHERSKY BROE, CZECH.
POLTAVA, LKRAINE, USSR
VALASSKE PEZIRICI
KUNZAK, CZECHCSLCVAKEA
RRULPOVy CZECHUSLCVAKTA
JACKSONVILLF, FL
BANSKA BYSTRICA, CZECH.
NE® PLYMOUTH, N. ZEALAND
SA't FRANCISCC, CA.
PCUONALD CrSey TEXASS
cucna, FLA.

LOND N, FNGLAND

“Ew ZEALAND, AUCKLAND
FNGLAND s HIRPINGHAM
ENGLAND, BULRNEPCUTH
FNGLAND, CRARLEY
SCOTLANDs EDINBURGH
SCOTLANDs ECINBURGH
FINLAND, HELSINKIT
CAJADA, NEAR PCNTREAL
NORWAY, TRONCHE I¥
BELGIUM, LCCLE

NEw ZEALAND, WAITARA

£C 4
TOTALS FUw 23 ANCNYMOLS LNRANKEL STATECNS AWE

R/O =

3.03
3.03
3.03
3.03

1.00
1.00

34,10

3.03 8783 2178 3060
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ERRONEQUS STAR POSITIONS
FROM OCCULTATIONS

David Herald

In the future, I will be investigating
all reports of occultations where the
observed time of occultation was out-
side the predicted range value given
in the USNO predictions. I request
that reports of all such timings be
sent directly to me. My address is
P.0. Box 254, Woden, A.C.T. 2606,
Australia. When referring to a star,
please provide the SAO or ZC number,
not the Z number, as crossreferencing
from the Z number is somewhat incon-
venient.

Reports recently received are summar-
ized below. "Diff" is the difference
between the observed and predicted
times, in the sense: observed minus
predicted.

The source for 93378 is the Yale cata-
logue. The AGK3 position for this star
agrees with Yale to better than 0V1.

The source of 96985 is the GC; however
both the ZC and AGK3 are in excellent
agreement with it. Przybyl commented
that although light cloud was present,
the disappearance was instantaneous,
and the star was not seen during the
next three minutes. With the agreement
of the AGK3 with the others, it would
seem that the cloud was, in fact, re-
sponsible.

161754 is taken from the GC. Yale
gives a similar position, but lists a
significant positive proper motion in
RA, whereas the GC is slightly nega-
tive. This results in the Yale posi-
tion giving a worse time. [Ed: Our own
timing of SAO 161754 on Aug. 7, at St.
Charles, was 232 early, tending to
confirm an error in star position, but
also indicating that part of the prob-
lem may be in the limb corrections.]
Likewise, 158573 is also from the GC,
and Yale and ZC positions agree well.
Attention should be paid to these two
stars in the future, to see if similar
discordances occur again.

ANALYZING HMNAO RESIDUALS
Clifford J. Bader

One of the frustrating aspects of be-
ing an amateur total occultation ob-
server is the lack of knowledge as to
Jjust what one's observations mean.
Timings are made, sent off to HMNAO,
and reductions come back; without de-
tailed knowledge of the reduction pro-
cess, the observer is hard put to
utilize them in any manner except to
check for too many residuals beyond
the + 1.5 seconds of arc which HMNAO
gives as an acceptable limit. There
are, howsver, some statistical infer-
ences to be made, the calculation of
which can while away cloudy evenings
and revive flagging dnterest. A fur-
ther, apparently unexplored, possibil-
ity is the amateur exchange of statis-
tical data, which might help some ob-
servers pinpoint special location or
timing problems, and which would cer-
tainly spur interest and sense of par-
ticipation. Many calculators have fea-
tures which make the necessary numeri-

Finally, Robert Sandy corments that
although 162442 disappeared inside his
accuracy range, he heard from Wayne
Clark that it fell outside his when he
observed the same event. The HMNAQ re-
sidual for Sandy's observation was
-2903, which is somewhat larger than
their maximum expected residual of
1750. 162442 is taken from the GC. The
only reliable comparison is from Yale,
which however does not list a proper
motion for the star. Assuming the GC
proper motion is approximately true,
the Yale position is 0B greater in
RA, which reduces the residual to an
acceptable amount. By using the GC and
Yale positions to compute the proper
motion, the 1976 position of the star
in RA is 1!7 greater than the raw GC
position, indicating that the true ex-
planation is an incorrect proper mo-
tion in the GC, the true figure being
+0%20020.

1975/6

Date Observer SAQ # Acc

162882 4% 4+ 3°
162442 4 + 6

Oct 12 R. Sandy, USA
Oct 12 W. Clark, USA
Mar 6 A. Camponova,

Argentina 93378 +30
Apr 8 E. Przybyl,
Argentina 96985 -86

161754 2 - 4
158753 5 + 8

Aug 7 R. Sandy, USA
Aug 30 R. Sandy, USA

ERRATUM
Vol. 1, No. 9, p. 88. In the tabie of

erroneous total occultation predic-
tiogs. July 9, for diff. of +175, read
+ 75,

cal work easy.

_ Since the main motive of amalysis by

the uninformed observer is to evaluate
his timings, it is necessary to rede-
fine the residuals to correspond with
time rather than angular separation.
As a first step, since HMNAO uses a
negative residual to indicate coverage
by the moon, it is necessary to change
the sign of either the disappearance
or of the reappearance residuals for
consistency with early or late tim-
ings. On the philosophy that a posi-
tive residual should imply a late tim-
ing (i.e., observed later than calcu-
lated), the sign of the disappearance
should be. changed. Because the corre-
spondence between time and angular
separation is a complex function of
position on the 1imb and other varia-
bles, the resulting data (which may be
defined as "angular seconds late" or
“angular seconds early") will be con-
sistent in sign with, but not neces-
sarily proportional to, actual time
differences, and will be useful for
comparisons between various observers.

A natural way to proceed, after chang-
ing the disappearance signs, is to
calculate the algebraic average (i.e.,
the mean) of the residuals. In my
case, for 109 timings over the period
1973-1975, the mean was + 0.108 arc
seconds. This result, although of
somewhat dubious significance, at
least offers the encouragement that
all is not in vain and that no gross
systematic error is involved.

The next logical step is to compute

the variance, which may be simply de-
fined as the average of the squares of
the residuals, less the square of the
mean. The square root of the variance
is the standard deviation, which is a
measure of the spread of the residuals
and which has special significance if
the form of the distribution is known.
The 109 timings noted above yielded a
standard deviation of 0.60 arc sec-
onds. Also, the number of timings with
residuals corresponding to given
standard deviation multiples yielded a
reasonable approximation to a normal
distribution, i.e., 68% within + 1
standard deviation of the mean, 95%
within ¢+ 2 standard deviations, etc.
This result is consistent with HMNAC's
+ 1.5 seconds, which falls at 2.5
standard deviations; 99% of the obser-
vations would be expected to fall
within these limits, and in fact, only
one fell outside.

How significant is the + 0.108 arc
second mean? From the Central Limit
Theorem of probability, the means of
groups of N samples chosen from a par-
ent distribution form a normal distri-
bution about the parent mean, with a
variance of 1/N times the variance of
the parent distribution. The variance
of the parent distribution, although
not exactly known, is reasonably ap-
proximated by the observed variance
over 109 samples; thus 0.60//109 =
0.057 arc seconds is the predicted
standard deviation of observation-
group means, and 0.108 + 0.114 arc
seconds is a 95% confidence interval
for the true mean residual. Neglecting
such small differences as 0.006 arc
seconds, and considering that the pos-
itive and negative extremes are equal-
1y likely, the confidence that the
true mean is positive approaches 98%.

If one is willing to gamble with less
favorable odds, there is a 68% confi-
dence that the true mean residual is
between + 0.108 + 0.057 = + 0.162 and
+ 0.108 - 0.057 = - 0.051 arc seconds.
From here on, the argument degenerates
into statistical quibbling; the cen-
tral fact is that my angular-time re-
siduals tend to be positive, with an
average on the order of 0.1 second of
arc, and vary in Gaussian fashion with
a standard deviation of 0.6 second. If
matters continue along this course,
1000 observations will reduce the 95%
confidence interval of the mean only
to + 0.038 seconds of arc instead of
0.114 seconds; thus, linearly aging
observers cannot hope to much improve
their square-root-dependent confidence
intervals!

As noted before, the angular residual-
time relationship is complex. On the
average, something like 0.4 seconds of
arc per second of time is a reasonable
guess. Thus, the approximate + 0.1
second of arc is equivalent to about
0.25 second of time, moon ahead of
schedule or observer timing late. The
former condition could imply error
anywhere in the whole time/position
system, incliuding the observer's geo-
graphical location; since the moon's
shadow, on the average, moves roughly
3000 ft/sec across the earth at 40°
latitude, 0.25 second of time corre-
sponds to some 750 feet of geographi-
cal difference. The mean residual is



mainly affected by longitude error;
latitude errors contribute principally
to the variance.

Here, some comparisons between observ-
ers would be useful. I would be very
embarrassed to find such an error in
my map reading, and am loath to be-
lieve that my timings run late by a
full quarter second; similar results
by other abservers would help dispel
the 1ingering doubt, as would some in-
dication from the professionals as to

where the whale system stands.

It would be most interesting for a
number of readers to publish their
means and standard deviations for spe-
cified time periods. The number of ob-
servations on which the analysis is
based should be indicated, in order to
permit a confidence estimation. If the
timings total appreciably less than
100, the parent variance may differ
significantly from the observed vari-
ance and a more involved statistical
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treatment will be necessary. Also, the
confidence interval will become exces-
sively broad. I would be most pleased
to exchange statistics with interested
observers, and believe that o. .
would be an ideal vehicle for such an
interchange. [Ed: If Mr. Bader is wil-
ling to to prepare short articles, at
intervals, putting the data in tabular
form, we can work out something.]

1209 Gateway Lane
West Chester, PA 19380 U.S.A.

ACCURATE GEQGRAPHIC COORDINATES
Thomas H. Campbell, Jr.

For timing data to be of real scien-
tific value, it is extremely important
to determine the geographic coordin-
ates of an occultation timing station
accurately. Determining such coordin-
ates to ¢ 071 of latitude and longi-
tude, from a 74-minute USGS topograph-
ic quadrangle map, may sound like a
meticulous, time-consuming task. Real-
1y, 1t s not difficult, and takes on-
1y 2 few minutes using the system de-
scribed below. The map representation
is used to 1llustrate a hypothetical
case. My tools are a thin transparent
millimeter scale, an illuminated 2X
magnifier, and a calculator.

Procedure:

1. Identify the two map borders
nearest to your landmark. In this ex-
ample, the road intersection is the
landmark. The two map borders repre-
sent your reference longitude and lat-
itude.

270 Ls* 00" N

2. Convert your reference longitude
and latitude from degrees, minutes,
and seconds of arc, to degrees and
seconds only, making them more conven-
jent to work with, when calculating.

A. Reference longitude 82° 45' 00"
is equal to 82° 2700".

B. Reference latitude 27° 37' 30"
is egual to 27° 2250".

3. Place the 0 millimeter mark of
the scale directly over the reference
longitude. Make sure the scale is
placed squarely on the map. Look
through the magnifier and scale to
find the intersection of centerlines
of the crossroads, and read the dis-
tance to that point to 0.1-millimeter
precision (This is the direction in
which 1 prefer to measure, but some
people argue that they can interpolate
the scale reading more accurately if

the 0 mark is centered between the two
lines representing the road, and the
reading taken at the reference longi-
tude or latitude.). Assign a (-) sign
to the measurement in this example, as
the intersection is east of the refer-
ence. longitude. Similarly, measure the
distance from the reference latitude
north to the intersection. Assign a
(+) sign because it is north of the
reference latitude. These sign conven-
tions hold for North America, but may
differ for east longitude and south
latitude.

A. Intersection is -182.7 mm from
the reference longitude.

B. Intersection is +275.3 mm from
the reference latitude.

4. Convert the millimeter measure-
ments into seconds of longitude and
latitude.

A. Seconds of longitude from ref-
erence to intersection:

Sec of A = -182.7 . x 139—0L2 =

-159.61 seconds of long{tu&e.
B. Seconds of latitude from refer-
ence to intersection:

Sec of ¢ = +275.3 TR x ‘g”" ":m -

+214.97 seconds of latitude.

(The system used above is known as the
factor-label method. You can be sure
the equation is set up properly when
all the labels cancel except the one
you are solving for. Then it is just a
matter of arithmetic operations on a
calculator.)

5. As station X is far from the
reference point, the best way to lo-
cate it is to measure the distance
with a steel tape or precision odome-
ter, and convert that distance to sec-
onds. Don't use a pair of dividers to
Jocate the station on the map using
the marginal distance scale; that in-
vites error.

A. Seconds of longitude from cen-
terline of_road: Sec of A =

35F& x 1 “ineh. " 25""’“‘: 150" A

.7 TR
= 039 longitude.

B. Seconds of latitude from cen-
terline of road: Sec of ¢ = 150"

1 -ineh _ 25.4 ™.

-1056% x 35S * Tiineh: * T2 T
= -10%47 latitude.

6. Geographic coordinates:
82° 2700"00 reference longitude

-159.61 to crossroad
crossroad longitude
to station
or 82° 42' 208 W
and
reference latitude
to crossroad
crossroad latitude
to station
or 27° 40' 58'5 N

+0.39

27° 2250700
+214.97
-10.47

Never use a folded map if you expect

to get accurate results. Creases cause
a map to shrink. Use only maps that
have been stored flat or rolled. Use
the 150" latitude and longitude marks
on each map, to get the factors for
converting millimeters to seconds of
latitude and longitude, rather than
using a constant conversion factor;
particularly important in the case of
longitude, since the linear equiva-
lent of a unit of longitude varies
approximately as the cosine of the
latitude. Maps may differ slightly,
especially if they are old, and have
shrunk in size.

The example above i1s valid in the
case of roads which run directly
north-south or east-west. In the case
of a straight road which angles across
the map, with the station several hu-
dred feet from a landmark, you will
have to form an imaginary right trian-
gle. The road is the hypotenuse. Refer
to the illustration. The E-W distance
is equal to the length of the hypoten-
use times the cosine of a. The N-S
distance is equal to the length of the
hypotenuse times the sine of a. After
determining the above distances in
feet, follow steps 1 thru 6 above to
determine the geographic coordinates.

In determining geographic coordinates,
the objective is to so minimize errors
that the only appreciable remaining
error is the error of the map itself.

OCCULTATIONS OF
GALACTIC-NEBULAR OBJECTS

Richard P. Binzel

Included in the 1977 USNO total occul-
tation predictions are 1istings of oc-
cultations of various "Galactic-Nebu-
lar* (GN) objects. The 1ist of GN ob-
Jects includes various open and globu-
lar clusters brighter than mag. 10.0,
two diffuse nebulae (M8 and M20), the
Crab Nebula and the Saturn Nebula.
These GN objects have been assigned
USNO reference numbers prefixed by the
letter G. Previous information on oc-
cultations of GN objects appeared in
0. N. 1, 70 and 76 (#'s 7 and 8).

Several favorable occultations of GN
objects will occur during the first
half of 1977. The moon will make three
passages across a 7.3 mag. globular
cluster, M9; a rich 4.6 mag. open
cluster, M24; and another open clus-
ter, M67, 6.1 mag.; along with two
passages across the 6.5 mag. open
cluster M25. Other GN objects occulted
in the first half of 1976 include M23,
a 6.9 mag. open cluster; 9.0 mag. M73,
another open cluster; and NGC 7009,
the 8.4 mag. planetary nebula better
known as the Saturn Nebula.
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In the table below, the upcoming oc-
cultations for the first half of 1977
are listed for each GN object with the
date and approximate hour (U.T.), the
percent sunlit of the moon, and the
approximate region of visibility for
each event. The table lists only the
favorable upcoming events, with the
moon's §llumination and the relative
sun and moon altitudes being determin-
ants in the classification of events
as favorable.

The 1950 right ascension of M67 (USNO
Ref. No. G00012) used to compute all
USNO total occultation predictions for
1977, including the ones from which
‘25 table below was prepared, washB
43,3, but the value is actually 8
4878. As a result, the actual occulta-
tion of GO0OD12 will occur about 15
minutes later than the time given for
it in the table below and in all USNO
total .occultation predictions for
1977. The error will be corrected in
the predictions for 1978, and also for
the fictitious "star" which marks the
center of M67 in any 1977 special pre-
dictions of occultations of the numer-
ous non-SAQ stars from the Astrograph-
ic Catalog which David Dunham computes
and distributes.

1977 Approx. %=
Date U. 7. Snl

Nighttime Area of
Visibility

M9 (mag. 7.3, GB, diameter 2!4)
Jan 16 19" 10- W. Australia
Feb 13 2 29- S. Africa
Mar 12 8 52- W. South America

M24 (mag. 4.6, OC, diameter 4!0)
Jan 17 18 4- E. Australia

Feb 14 1 19- S. Africa

Mar 13 7 40- S. America

M67 (mag. 6.1, OC, diameter 15:0)
Mar 30 16 76+ Japan,Philippine Is-
lands, Siberia
Apr 27 © 54+ Canada, Eastern
third of U.S.A.
May 24 8 32+ Alaska, Hawaii

M25 (mag. 6.5, 0OC, diameter 40')
Mar 13 14 38- Alaska
Apr 9 19 61- Japan

M23 (mag. 6.9, OC, diameter 25')
Apr 9 5 67- S. America

M73 (mag. 9.0, OC, diameter 5:0)
May 9 16 55- Japan

NGC 7009 (mag. 8.4, PL, diameter 0:7)
May 9 19 54- Australia

NEW DOUBLE STARS
David W. Dunham

The table lists additions and correc-
tions to the special double star list
of 1974 May 9 not listed in previous
issues. ‘The columns and general format
are the same as in previous issues.
Under the method column M, "I" signi-
fies discovery by interferometry. The
two doubles in Virgo so indicated were
observed by speckle interferometry
with the 4-meter reflector at Kitt
Peak, as reported in Information Cir-
cular No. 70 of the I.A.U.'s Commis-
sion on double stars. At the I.A.U.

General Assembly in Grenoble last Aug-
ust, there was increasing interest in
close binaries discovered during oc-
cultations among double star astrono-
mers. IC 1772 is a spectroscopic bi-
nary with a separation of perhaps
0Y009. This is an order of magnitude
smaller than the separation of the
components seen by speckle interfero-
metry, but it was probably the spec-
troscopic pair that was resolved. Par-
allax errors make spectroscopic separ-
ations very uncertain in most cases,
as was shown by B Capricorni. If ZIC
1772 were triple, the component seen
by speckle interferometry is bright
enough that it should appear in the
spectrum as a third line.

Sincheskul gives the following 1950
right ascensions and declinations for
the three anonymous (non-BD& stars at
the bottom of the Vist: 1, Shsymsas,
+23°54"'; 2, 7”]3”325. +21°51'; and 3,
21hzampos, -12°27'.

218 possible and probable new double
stars listed in Union Observatory Cir-
cular No. 95 were identified and key-
punched by Donald Stockbauer a few
months ago. The list is mainly a com-
pilation of anomalous occultation ob-
servations made in South Africa during
the 1920's and 1930's. A listing of
these doubles was sent to the graze
computors in November; the new double
star codes will appear in all USNO to-
tal and grazing occultation predic-
tions for 1978 onwards. This brings us
significantly closer to completion of
I0TA's double star project, which will
result in a list of all known and sus-
pected stars in the SAO Catalog which
can be occulted by the moon being sent
to all members. Only one more major
list needs to be incorporated; the
spectroscopic binaries listed in Wil-
son's radial velocity catalog. It
should be possible to prepare most of
that list by computer. The data needed
to do the job have been sent to Wayne
Green, who plans to use the computers
at the University of North Florida in
Jacksonville for the project. The sep-
arate lists will then need to be merg-
ed into one master 1ist in one format
arranged in SAQ-number order. Wayne
Warren, at Goddard Space Flight Cen-
ter, recently completed thorough
checking and correcting of several er-
rors in-the Stockbauer visual double
star list data which were found by
computer tests. Observational data
supplied by Charles Worley at USNO was
essential for this task, begun by Gary
Ringler several months earlier. Adding
reference information to the computer
data, mainly dates and discoverers,
will be the last job, which will have
to be done largely by me. It also ap-
pears necessary to set up a double
star occultation observation file, as
we are getting an increasing number of
cases of two or more widely separated
(in time and location) observations of
occultations of the same star. These
data should all be more readily avail-
able than they are now.

g Capricorni remains the most inter-
esting multiple system currently being
occulted. Photoelectric occultation
observations obtained at McDonald Ob-
servatory during 1976 September and

November essentially confirm the data
reported for this star (SAD 163481; ZC
2969) on p. 60 of o. N. #7. Photoelec-
tric records of occultations of this
star obtained at other observatories
is sought. I do not know of any photo-
electric records of occultations of B
Capricorni's distant 6th-magnitude
companion, ZC 2968 Richard Nolthenius'
observation, reported below, indicates
2 possible new close component of this
star; his estimate of the brightness
of the visual companion is considerab-
1y fainter than Harold Povenmire's
1975 December estimate. The MAG3 value
listed is an average of their esti-
mates. A massive attempt to observe a
graze of ZC 2969 is mentioned in GRAZ-
ES REPORTED TO IOTA.

Preliminary reports of results of last
July's occultation of g Scorpii were
reported at the I.A.U. General Assem-
bly in Grenoble, France. David Evans
noted that 11 diffraction fringes were
evident in the data for the primary
obtained with the 208-cm Struve re-
flector at McDonald Observatory, the
most he has seen in any occultation
record. The trace is even good enough
to show the presence of the spectro-
scopic D component only 0001 away.
Data on all five known components of
the system were obtained with 3 tele-
scopes at McDonald. James Elliot notes
that he was able to completely separ-
ate the AB component from the C compo-
nent in the diaphragm at Mt. Hopkins
Observatory, so that good-quality data
were obtained for both systems. Photo-
electric observations were also ob-
tained at Table Mountain Observatory,
California. A1l data are now being di-
gested at the University of Texas, to
obtain the best possible astrometric
information about the system. The an-
alysis indicates a separation of 0v45
for the AB pair, with B at mag. 5.8.
Analyses for such separations must be
done with care, since they are ten
times smaller than the resolution of
Watts' charts for determining local
lunar slopes, yet more than ten times
the approximately 40 meters of lunar
limb whose slope can be determined
from the recorded diffraction pattern.

Dr. Paul J. Edwards, University of 0-
tago; P.0. Box 56; Dunedin, New Zea-
land, reported photoelectric observa-
tions of the occultation of g Scorpii
obtained at Dunedin and Auckland in
1975 September. A third attempt in
Wellington was clouded out. The output
from the photometer was recorded on
cassette tapes, which are being ana-
lyzed at Dunedin. This system was set
up for amateur photoelectric observa-
tions of variable stars in New Zea-
land with Dr. Edwards the coordinator.

The last occultation of g Scorpii in
the series which ended last August 4
was observed by Toshio Hirose and sev-
eral other Japanese observers. They
traveled by train and ship over 1000
km north from Tokyo to Hokkaido Island
to observe the southern-limit graze
near Sapporo. They did not know about
the B component beforehand, but Haru-
hiko Ono, one of the observers, showed
later that it explained the dimming
phenomena recorded by some of the ob-
servers, including himself. The ex-



pected separation of B from A project-
ed onto their position angle of graze
{183°) was 0v3. As no pair of their.
observers was separated by near this
amount of graze height, no significant
improvement in the separation could be
obtained; their observations are con-
sistent with the data available from
the July 8th event discussed above and
on p. £3-85 of the last issue. When an
accurate separation and position angle
are available from the July data, they
can be used to better define the lunar
profile observed near Sapporao. This is
because each observer was effectively
at two graze heights, one for each
component. Another group of Japanese
observers farther east on Hokkaido re-
corded the graze of the C component
(2C 2303). Analysis of the observa-
tions of the two expeditions could re-
sult in improved values for the separ-
ation and position angle of C from A,
independent of the lunar profile,
whose uncertainties cause difficulties
in the interpretation of photoelectric
total occultation observations for
such large separations.

The duplicity of SAD 79100 was detect-
ed not during a Tunar occultation, but
during an occultation by another moon,
Rhea, a satellite of Saturn. Analysis
of the observations is reported in an
article by Gordon Taylor and others in
Astronomy and Astrophysics, 50, p.
121. The photoelectric observations
were made with a 30-cm Cassegrain at
the Sierra Nevada Observatory of the
University of Granada, Spain. One dif-
ficulty was that the equipment was not
intended for use on rapidly varying
objects and a 10-second time constant
was built into the amplifier to help
smooth out scintillation effects. Nev-
ertheless, due to Rhea's great dis-
tance, the projected separation was
determined to 0U001! Artificial occul-
tations permitted calibration of the
rate of deflection of the chart re-
corder pen, so that event times could
be recovered to 0.5 sec.

Most of the new doubles in the list
are from publications of occultations
observed in the U.S5.S.R. during 1973,
1974, and 1975, kindly sent to me by
Dr. A. Osipov at Kiev. The main center
for Soviet occultation activity seems
to be in the Ukraine, where the most
experienced observers are more likely
to notice phenomena indicating possi-
ble duplicity. Large numbers of obser-
vations are also reported from Engel-
hardt Observatory in Kazan, Tatar Re-
public, and Abastumani Observatory in
the Georgian S.5.R. Significant num-
bers of observations are made at many
longitudes in the Soviet Union, In-
cluding across Siberia. This certainly
helps the worldwide coverage of occul-
tation work. The duplicity of ZC 651
was noted by Sincheskul on 1975 Febru-
ary 19, one month before Robert Sandy
independently discovered it during a
graze (c. ~. 1, #4, p. 36). This adds
further confirmation to the idea that
the companion was not recorded photo-
electrically at McDonald in 1975 March
because their record stopped too ear-
ly. I noted possible duplicity of ZC
1429 during a graze on 1974 April 4,
but it was also noted in Poland and
Kiev four months earlier. Their data

have been used in conjunction with
mine in the list below. There has been
confirmation of a few other doubles,
such as & Scorpii, and an occultation
of SAC 77219 observed in Kiev in 1974
indicated to me that this visual dou-
ble had been left out of my lists.

A list of photoelectric observations
made by Eitter and Beavers at the Uni-
versity of lowa's Fick Observatory has
yielded several entries in the list.
They list two observations of the
probable close triple system p Arietis
(SAD 93062, ZC 399), which can be com-
pared with four photoelectric records
obtained at Hamburg Observatory. The
closest pair of observations of the 6
are events one month apart, one ob-
served at Hamburg in 1973 January and
a nearly grazing event at Fick Obser-
vatory a month later. Combining the
two yields a separation of 0749 in po-
sition angle 263°, for the close pair.
Significantly rapid orbital motion
doesn't permit satisfactory interpre-
tation of the observations (this un-
derscores the need for data obtained
at two or more widely separated obser-
vatories for the same occultations).
For nearly grazing events, such as the
1973 February observation at Fick,
Watts' charts might be used to calcu-
late the local lunar slope needed to
obtain the modified position angle of
projection. But Watts' charts are
really too coarse for such small sep-
arations; the lunar slope for separa-
tions less than about 01 can be de-
termined better from accurate photoe-
lectric timings at two nearby tele-
scopes, or from the fringe spacing of
one well-observed diffraction pattern.
The evidence for the faint close third
star now also seems strong.

The results for the 1973 January oc-
cultation of SAQ 76425 (ZC 598) ob-
tained at Fick and McDonald Observa-
tories were combined to obtain a sep-
aration of 0033 in P.A. 142°. Japan-
ese photoelectric observations of this
star were made one month before and
one month after this occultation, so
their mean epoch for a combined solu-
tion is the same. They got rather dif-
ferent values, 0Y095 in 214°. The po-
sition angle difference for their ob-
servations was only 20°, so their sol-
ution is rather weak; small orbital
motion could have a large effect. Eit-
ter and Beavers' Fick-McDonald solu-
tion, besides being nearly simultane=
ous, also had the advantage of a large
position difference. Fick observations
of SAO 76103 and 146239 showed no con-
vincing evidence for duplicity, al-
though other photoelectric observa-
tions do. 76103 was observed the same
night by McGraw, Moffat, and me at
Tonantzintla (the star is in the Ple-
iades), where the position angle was
nearly perpendicular to that at Fick
Observatory. The observations would
therefore be consistent if the actual
separation and position angle were
nearly equal to the projected values
observed at Tonantzintla.

Several observers of the 1976 August
29 grazing occultation of Spica in
Florida noticed dimming phenomena and
some events occurring in steps, adding
confirmation for the companion discov-
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ered during the graze of Spica in 1975
November in Australia (both were
southern-1imit events). Richard Nol-
thenius did not notice the companion
during his daytime observations of the
same graze in Arizona; he feels that
he would have seen the secondary if it
were brighter than mag. 3.5. It prob-
ably will be possible to estimate the
separation and position angle from the
Florida graze observations when they
are all available. I do not know of
any successful photoelectric observa-
tions of the occultation, which took
place in daylight for most of Horth
America.

The information about the companion of
ZC 1853 was obtained from Alistair R.
Walker's article, "The Angular Diame-
ter of Psi Virginis," Monthly Notices
of the Royal Astron. Soc., 173, 29P.
The main interest of the article is
the diameter of the primary, found to
be 0Y0061 + 0v0003, but the star also
happened to be an unexpected double.
The article gives a very good discus-
sion of the astrophysics of the sys-
tem, but unfortunately gives no posi-
tional information other than the pro-
jected separation. Especially, the po-
sition angle of the occultation event
is not given; the list value is only
an estimate for a nearly central oc-
cultation for this part of the moon's
orbit. 1 do not have time to compute
the position angles for all new occul-
tation doubles, although hopefully in
the future when the double star data
are better organized, it will be pos-
sible to do this automatically with
data available at USNO for all events
involving possible doubles. In the
meantime, observers are asked to
please provide as complete as possible
information about suspected double
star events, especially the star's SAD
number, ZC number (if any), the posi-
tion angle of the event, the estimated
duration (time between steps) of the
event, and, if possible, relative mag-
nitude estimates.

BD +12° 1926, noted as double by Ron
Price during a near-graze disappear-
ance on 1976 June 3, is one of the
brightest members of M67. I observed a
reappearance of the star during the
M67 passage of 1976 September 20, but
did not notice duplicity. Smaller res-
olutions can be achieved as grazing
conditions are approached. Probably
neither neither the geometry nor the
atmospheric conditions were as favora-
ble in September as they were in June
for Mr. Price.

During the occultation of ZC 146 on
1976 December 29, both Robert Sandy
and Larry Yoksh, observing from sites
in Kansas City about 13 miles apart,
noticed the bright star disappear in
steps. Richard Nolthenius noticed
nothing unusual during the same occul-
tation in San Diego, and the companion
was not evident in a photoelectric
record obtained at McDonald Observa-
tory through clouds. ZC 146, ZC 1147,
and some of the other stars given in
the list will be occulted several
times during 1977; observers should
check their predictions and attempt
observations which could add confirma-
tion or denial to the suspected du-
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plicity of these stars.

During the spectacular graze of p Sag-
ittarii (ZC 2826) last November, most
of the contacts I observed were sharp.
However, 1 saw four sudden fading phe-
nomena as the star moved along a rath-
er flat but hilly part of the profile
which produced 12 other contacts in
little more than a minute. Most other
observers of the graze noticed no dim-
mings, all events being sharp. I am
rather convinced that the fadings 1
saw were due to diffraction as the
star passed very close to lunar hills;
isolated gradual (not stepwise) events
seen during other very favorable graz-
es can be similarly explained. So one
must be careful when interpreting

graze observations, where the resolu-
tion is so good that diffraction ef-
fects can be noticed visually at some
contacts. Very favorable occultations
and grazes of ZC 2826 will occur dur-
ing March and October this year in
North America.

In a letter published in the 1976 Aug-
ust issue of the Journal of the Brit-
ish Astron. Association, G. W. Amery,
Occultations Co-ordinator for the Lu-
nar Section of the B.A.A., noted that
all anomalous behavior at lunar occul-
tations must be due to either stellar,
lunar, or terrestrial causes, and that
coordinated observations could help
answer these questions. Stellar du-
plicity was noted as a probable cause

in many cases. Fading occultations has
been adopted as an official Lunar Sec-
tion project, and literature searches
for early observations have been plan-
ned. I have communicated with Mr. A-
mery, who has supplied more comprehen-
sive observational data about the
probable duplicity of ZC 2774 (SAO
162133), which indicates a separation
of about 0V05 projected in P.A. 19°. .

A possible companion at least 30" away
from ZC 2079 was noticed during a
graze in South Africa, as reported on
p. 85 of the last issue. Wayne Warren
could find no evidence for such a star
brighter than about 15th magnitude
when he examined the Palomar Sky Sur-

vey print of the vicinity of ZC 2079.

NEW ZODIACAL SPECIAL DOUBLE STARS, 1977 JANUARY 30

SAO/BD ZC M N MGI
75755 0459 P K 7.1 8.1 0OV 77°
76475 E
76545 TK 89 89 0.1 9
76726 0712 T K 9.5 9.5 0.1 90
76509 TK 9.2 9.20.25 90
77038 P K 9.410.30.19 250
77219 VA 8.810.8 4.5165
77971 0923 T K 7.7 7.7 0.1 90
78168 0954 T K 6.9 6.9 0.1 90
78592 T X10.010.0 0.1 90
18733 PX 8.9 9.0 .034 127
78953 TV 9.5 9.5 0.1 270
78992 1069 T K 8.8 8.8 0.1 90
79031 1077 TY 4.5 4.5 0.1
73040 PV 9.4 10.00.14 144
79100 PV 10.2 10.5 .039 89
79321 TX 9.8 9.8 0.1 90
79403 1129 P L 5.9 6.4
92486 P X 8.6 9.80.49
92493 TK 9.6 9.6 0.1270
93046 P K 9.310.90.13 288
93051 PK 9.211.30.27 118
93386 0480 T K 8.1 8.1 0.1 90
96178 TK 9.2 9.2 0.1 270
97016 1147 ' TV 5.4 7.0 0.15 236
97084 TK 9.8 9.8 0.1 270
97210 GV 9.4 10.0 0.04 20
97348 1190 T Y 7.9 7.9 0.1
97442 TK 9.0 9.0 0.2 90
97843 1271 T X 6.2 7.0 3. 9
109627 0146 T K 5.2 5.2 0.25 29
109763 TX 9.2 9.2 0.2 67
109923 PK 9.0 10.0 .034 202
117851 1429 T X 7.6 7.6 0.05 80
118103 PL 9.4 9.5
138721 1772 1 vV 4.4 5.4 .118 150
139005 TV 9.6 9.6 0.2 88
139033 1853 PV 5.0 8.3 .040 110
139189 1891 1 T 4.8 5.8 .485
146045 GV 8.5 9.5 0.4 150
158995 - TK 8.7 8.70.05 60
159752 TX 9.310.50.25 348
161153 2629 P T 7.2 8.5 .024
161190 TX 8.3 9.50.12 304
161400 TK 9.410.1 0.2 228
161436 TK 8.5 9.0 2.5274
162611 TK 9.6 9.9 0.15 228
163192 - TY 9.1 9.10.25
163460 TK 9.410.1 0.15 250
163471 2968 T Y 7.2 7.2 0.05
163532 2975 T K 7.8 7.8 0.05 20
163848 3029 T K 7.7 7.7 0.1 90
184634 TX 8.4 8.4 0.1 53
+23°1311 TX 9.0 9.0 0.25 90
+21°1317 T X10.1 10.1 0.15 0
+12°1926 T v 10.0 10.0 0.05 30
-19°4904 TX 9.810.7 0.05 309
-19°4920 T X 10.1 10.3 0.91 230
Anonymous-1 T K 10.8 10.8 0.25 90
Anonymous-2 T K 10.6 10.5 0.25 90
Anonymous-3 T K 10.3 10.3 0.25 90

90 11.7 997 348°

.00 7.5 1047 124
5

90 11.115.9 20

0.06 299 10.5 0.27 299
142 9.4 7.1 343

321 7.3 1.0195

90 9.0 16.8 135
91 9.0 0.8 84

MAG2 SEP PA MAG3 SEP3 PA3 DATE, DISCOVERER, NOTES

1973 Dec 8, J. Eitter and W. Beavers, Ames, IA
Correct double star code error in Stockbauer list
1973 Mar 10, A. Zhitetski, Kiev, Ukraine, USSR
1975 Apr 15, A. Zhitetski, Kiev, Ukraine, USSR
1973 Apr 7, B. Sincheskul, Poltava, Ukraine, USSR
1973 Jan 16, J. Eitter and W. Beavers, Ames, IA
A.D.S. 4105. Not in previous lists
1973 Apr 8, A. Dobrovolski, Odessa, Ukraine, USSR
1973 Apr 19, A. Zhitetski, Kiev, Ukraine, USSR
1974 Mar 3, B. Sincheskul, Poltava, Ukraine, USSR
1972 Oct 27, J. Eitter and W. Beavers, Ames, 1A
1973 Oct 18, A. Zhitetski, Kiev, Ukraine, USSR
1973 Apr 9, A. Osipov, Kiev, Ukraine, USSR
1973 Dec 11, I. Edanchuk, Chernigov, Russia, USSR (2nd*; ADS 5742)
1972 Sept 30, J. Eitter and W. Beavers, Ames, IA
1974 Aug 29, A. Roland Quintanila, Sierra Nevada Observatory, Spain
1973 Mar 13, B. Sincheskul, Poltava, Ukraine, USSR
1972 Nov 24, Eitter and Beavers, Ames, IA (3rd*; spec. bin. & ADS 6089)
1972 Dec 16, J. Eitter and W. Beavers, Ames, IA
1975 July 3, A. Zhitetski, Kiev, Ukraine, USSR
1973 Feb 10, J. Eitter and W. Beavers, Ames, IA
1973 Feb 10, J. Eitter and W. Beavers, Ames, IA
1975 Feb 18, M. Fedynin, Tomsk, Siberia, USSR
1975 Sept 28, A. Zhitetski, Kiev, Ukraine, USSR
1976 Oct 16, R. Sandy, Kansas City, MO
1974 Sept 12, A. Zhitetski, Kiev, Ukraine, USSR
1976 Oct 16, R. Nolthenius, Suharita, AZ
1975 Mar 22, A. Efimov, Ulyanovsk, Russia, USSR (2nd*; ADS 6440)
1975 Mar 22, B. Sincheskul, Poltava, Ukraine, USSR
1976 Apr 29, E. Przybyl, Rafaela, Argentina
1976 Dec 29, R. Sandy, Kansas City, MO
1976 Dec 2, J. Van Nuland, San Jose, CA
1976 Nov 5, J. Africano, McDonald Observatory, TX
1974 Jan 10, M. Winiarski, Fort Skala, Poland (see o. n., 1, #1, p. 5)
1972 May 20, J. Eitter and W. Beaver, Ames, IA
1976.04, H. McAlister, Kitt Peak National Observatory, AZ
1976 Aug 1, R. Sandy, Kansas City, MO
1975 May 21, A. Walker, Sutherland, South Africa
1976.04, H. McAlister, Kitt Peak Nat. Observatory, AZ (2nd*; ADS 8801)
1976 Nov 1, R. Nolthenius, Picacho, AZ
1976 Sept 26, H. Povenmire, Indian Harbour Beach, FL
1976 Sept 28, R. Nolthenius, Tucson, AZ
1976 Sept 30, J. Africano, McDonald Observatory, TX (2nd*; ADS 11127)
1976 Sept 30, R. Nolthenius, Tucson, AZ
1976 Nov 24, R. Nolthenius, Tucson, AZ
1976 Sept 3, R. Sandy, Kansas City, MO
1976 Nov 25, R. Nolthenius, Tucson, AZ
1974 Sept 25, B. Sincheskul, Poltava, Ukraine, USSR (2nd*)
1976 Nov 26, R. Nolthenius, Tucson, AZ
1976 Nov 26, R. Nolthenius, Tucson, AZ (2nd*; ADS 13717)
1976 Nov 26, R. Nolthenius, Tucson, AZ
1973 Oct 6, S. Fokas, Uzhgorod, Ukraine, USSR
1976 Aug 5, R. Sandy, Kansas City, MO
1973 Mar 12, B. Sincheskul, Poltava, Ukraine, USSR
1974 Mar 3, B. Sincheskul, Poltava, Ukraine, USSR
1976 June 3, R. Price, Garland, TX (star is in M67)
1976 Sept 30, R. Nolthenius, Tucson, AZ
1976 Sept 30, R. Nolthenmius, Tucson, AZ
1973 Apr 8, B. Sincheskul, Poltava, Ukraine, USSR
1973 Mar 13, B. Sincheskul, Poltava, Ukraine, USSR
1973 Jan 7, B. Sincheskul, Poltava, Ukraine, USSR



	Reporting Timings of Non-SAO Stars
	From the Publisher
	IOTA News
	Grazes Reported to IOTA
	Grazes Observed in the Soviet Union
	Graze Z.C. 1234, 1976 Nov 13
	Grazes Spica, 1976  Jul/Aug 
	Graze Z.C. 2826, 1976 Nov 26
	Graze Z.C. 629, 1977 Jan 2 and  Z.C. 1040, 1977 Jan 5
	Graze Xi Sagittarii. 1974 Oct 21
	Graze Lambda Geminorum, 1977 Feb 2

	Predictions of Planetary Occultations
	Planetary Occultation Update
	Observations of Planetary Occultations
	Iapetus occults SAO 80046
	(2) Pallas occults SAO 153844, 1976 Oct 10

	Observations of M67 Passages
	Position Angles for Occultations
	Lunar Occultations of Minor Planets in 1977
	Lunar Occultations of Planets
	Jupiter and Satellites by the Moon, 1976 Jul 21
	Jupiter and Satellites by the Moon, 1977 Jan 1
	Uranus by the Moon, 1977 Feb 10

	More on a Digital Stopwatch
	Time Out for Timekube
	Auditory Electronic Occultation Timer
	1977 Occultations of Bright Non-SAO Stars
	Graze Layout Measurement Techniques
	Update to 1975 November 18-19 Eclipse Occultation Tally
	1975 Total Occultation Tally
	Erroneous Star Positions from Occultations
	Analysing HMNAO Residuals
	Erratum
	Accurate Geographic Coordinates
	Occultations of Galactic-Nebular Objects
	New Double Stars
	New Zodical Special Double Stars, 1977 January 30

